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FOREWORD 

By the Editor of the *' Sunday Times" 

* 

It is in response to the appeal of many readers that 
the Diary oj the first six months of the i car is here reprinted 
from the SUNDAY TIMES . 

Jl is really a Diary, written each day: and, once 
written, it stands, and is never altered in the light of 
sutscguenl events. Except for makiyig good one or two 
inadvertent omissions, it is presented in this volume 
exactly as it has appeared in the paper week by week. 

ll is not a history ) except here and there to a very 
slight extent , it is not a commentary. Of necessity, it 
keeps close to events : the story of seven days can be told 
in one newspaper column only by severe compression. In 
” that is its special value , alike for its original purpose and 
as the handy little reference book which I now introduce. 



OUTSTANDING EVENTS AT A GLANCE 


Stpmlcr 3 BRITAIN DECL ARTD \\ AR AC VI'iST GERM W V 
" ATHEMA ” SUN L 
,, 4 RAF RAIDS ON KIEL 

, 8 CERJLVNS NEAR A\ ARSAW 

„ 10 TRENCH TROOP* PENETRATE GERMAN 

territory 

, XT TIRST MEETING OF SUPREME WAR COUNCIL 
, 12 ARPIAAL OF BRITISH TROOPS IN TRANCE 

17 RUSSIA INVADES POLAND 
, 38 LOSS OF II M 5 * COURAGEOUS " ANNOUNCED 

27 WARSAW SURRENDERS 

, 29 GERMANV AND RUSSIA SIGN AGREEMENT 

DIVIDING POLAND 

October I KOAAL PROCLAMATION TXTENDS CALLING 
UP ACC to twenty two 

14 It US “ ROAAL OAK” SUNK 

l6 CERMAN PL-ANES ATTACK WARSHIPS IN THE 
riRTII OF FORTH 

, 19 ANGLO-TURWSH treaty signed 

„ 30 BRITISH A RATA ON WESTERN TRONT nAS ITS 

FIRST AIR RAID 

Xoien ler 1 alarm in Holland at german threats 

TINNISII DELEGATES IV MOSCOW TOR THIRD 
TIME TO DISCUSS RUSSIAN PROPOSALS 

ft 2 UNITED STATES HOUSE OF FEPRESENTA 
TIAES VOTES TOR REPEAL OF THE 
ARMS EMBARGO 



OUTSTANDING EVENTS -Continu'd 


I\ oi emit r y 

I ING LEOPOLD CONSULTS \MT« 0 tEC,( 
WILHELM1NA 

8 

BOMB EXPLOSION IN MUNICH HEER U A ^ 

shoptln Arrer hepr hitler s s 

THERE 

13 

TIRST ENEM\ BOMBS ON BRITISH SOIL 

15 

HITLER REJECTS BELGO DUTCH OTfER 0F 
MEDIATION 

*7 

ALLIED SUPREME WAR COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
rURTHER CO-ORDINATION OT ECO 
EITORT 

19 

GERMANS LAY MINES IN SHIPPING rAIR^AAS 
EAST Or BRITISH COAST 

21 

BRITAIN ANNOUNCES INTENTION TO SEIZE 
GERMAN EXPORTS 

23 

GERMANS SOW MINES ITOM THE AIR 

26 

RAWALPINDI SUM* 

sS 

THE KING OPENS PARLIAMENT 

29 

RUSSIA BREAKS OTF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH FINLAND 


EL C SIAN FORCES IN\ VDE FINLAND 

D«« if/- 3 

RAT ATTACK ON HELIGOLAND 

6 

MR CHURCHILL ANNOUNCES THAT TP^M 
TOO TO TOUR L BOATS ARE SUNK 

A EEKLV 



OUTSTANDING n\XNTS-Co uiUuel 


Dxetnbsr 10 tub i.isg FETtmKS from a \ mx to trance 

„ 32 LEAGUE OF NATIONS OFFER TO MEDIATE 

DLTUTEN RL5SIA AND I INLAND 
REFUSED BY RUSSIA 

t , 13 TAP. SECURITY TATPOL EEGDH OYER 
HELIGOLAND BIGHT 

„ 14 *' CR\F SPED” BATTLESHIP BEATEN IN 

ACTION BY BRITISH CRUISERS 

„ 17 " GRAF SPEE '* SCUTTLED 

.. l8 SUBXtARINE " URSULA ” PENETRATES ELBE 
ESTUARY AND TORPEDOES ENEMY 
CRUISER 

ARRIVAL OF TIRST DH15ION OF CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY TORCE ANNOUNCED 

„ Cl RUSSIANS CHECKED BY TIN NS 

„ 25 THE KING BROADCASTS TO TIIE EMriRE 

„ 20 FIRST CONTINGENT OF AUSTRALIAN AIR 

FORCE ARRIVES IN ENGLAND 

„ 31 raroPTANT riNMsn mctory 

January 1 military age limit extended to twenty- 

ricur 

». 7 CEP MAN PRESS ATTACKS OK SCANDINAVIA 

„ 8 THT TINNS DESTROY THE RUSSIAN 44TU 

DWISON ™ 



OUTSTANDING EVENTS— 


January g air marshal a s barratt appointed 

COMMANDER OF THE RAT IN TRANCE 


„ 13 RAT FLY OVER VIENNA AND PRAGUE 

„ 14 ARMY LEAVE CANCELLED IN HOLLAND AND 

BELGIUM 

„ l6 ADMIRALTY ANNOX7YCE LOSS Or THREE 
BRITISH SUBStARINES 

„ 22 TOL.IO PROTESTS AGAINST BRITISH 

CRUISERS REMDA \L OT GERMAN SEA 
MEN FROM JAPANESE LIVER 

« 26 LISTENING TO TOREIGV BTOADCASTS IV 

GERMANY MAY BE PUNISHED BY DEATH 


ag german AircRArr attack British and 

NEUTRAL SHIPPING IN NORTH SEA 

31 TRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCES THAT 
1250 000 MEN ARE UNDER ARMS IN 
THE ARMN 


Velimry 3 Balkan entente conference opens in 
BELGRADE 


6 SETTLEMENT OT DISPUTE WITH JAPAN 

ABOUT rtMOAAL Or GERMANS 1ROM 
JAPANESE LINER 

7 RUSSIANS MASS LARCER TORCES IN ATTACK 

ON MANNERHCIM LIVE 

g Enmsn slcctsses against u boats 



OUTSTANDING EVENTS — Conitnusi 


Ttlrmryiz Australian and ntw Zealand torces 
A WUVE AT sues 

,, 13 efficiency or British convoy system 

„ iG SWEDISH GOVERNMENT PEIECTS FINNISH 
APPEAL TOR MILITARY AID 

„ 17 RES CUE OF BRITISH SEAMEN TROM GERMAN 

SHIP ” ALTMATK" 

. „ ig RUSSIAN DIMSION DESTROYED BY FINNS 

20 NEUTRAL SHIPS JOIN BRITISU CO'UOVS 

„ 21 ARMING OF BRITISH TTSIIING TRAWLERS IN 

NORTH SEA 

BRmsn AEROPLANES TN I INLAND 

„ 23 SQUADRON OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN AIR 

rORCE REACHES ENGLAND 
MR SUMNER WELLES, PRESIDENT ROOSE* 
VELT S EV% OY, ARRIVES IN ROME 

„ 29 TOOD AND PETROL RATIONING IN FRANCE 

March 1 GERMAN SHIPMENTS OF COAL TO ITAr.Y TO 
BE STOPPED BY BRITISH CONTROL 
SHIPS 

.. 2 MR SUMNER WELLES MEETS HERR HITLER 

RUSSIANS CLOSE TO VIlrURI 

* ' * MACHINES OYER BERLIN POUR TIMES 
IN A WEEN 




FIRST WEEK 


ws’icS’i ^ ^k\0vjpv&% 



riRST WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

Q.KEAT BRITAIN and Trance arc at war 
with Germany Following a midnight 
meeting of the Cabinet, the Bntish Ambassador, 
at nine o dock tins morning gave the German 
Government two further hours in which to 
decide whether they would at once withdraw 
their troops from Poland The undertaking 
was not given and at 11-15 the Prime Minister, 
broadcasting from Downing Street announced 
in a moving Speech that we were at war 
Trance's final ultimatum was presented at 
12 30 and expired at 5 o, "when she also was at 
war 

Mr Chamberlain's closing words on the 
wireless wall never be forgotten 

" Now may God bless 3 ou all He 

defend the right It is the evil tilings we 
shall be fighting against — brute force, bad 
faith injustice, oppression, and persecution — 
and against them I am certain that the right 
will prevail ’* 

Later he met the House of Commons at the 
first Sunday meeting of Parliament for a verj 
long time Everj'onc was ghd that the 
doubts and fears which troubled the House 
jestenhy were swept awaj 
In a broadcast from Buckingham Fahce this 
evening the King called upon his people to 
stand calm firm and united . . We can 
only do the right as we see the right anil 
reverently commit the rest to God " 

The reconstruction of the Government, which 
it was known would coincide with the outbreak 
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FIRST WEEK 

of rar, was announced to-day The changes 
arc much as was expected, except that both 
the Oppositions — Labour and Liberal— remain 
outside the Government, though promising 
general support, Mr Churchill becomes First 
Lord of the Admiralty, the office lie held tn 
i<yc4, and Mr Anthony Eden is Dominions 
Secretary There is one surprise . Lord Hankey 
is appointed Minister Without Portfolio For 
many 3 ears he was Secretary to the Cabinet 
and of the Committee of Imperial Defence, 
and his biers ledge of public affairs is un rivalled 
There is to be a War Cabinet of nine members 
— Mr Chamberlain, Sir Jolm Simon, Lord 
Halifax, Lord Chatfield Mr Churchill, Mr 
IIcrc-Bchsha, Sir Kingsley Wood, Sir Samuel 
Hoarc (near Lord Privy Seal), and Lord 
Hankey 

Lord Maugham retires and Sir Thomas Inskip 
is the new Lord Chancellor Lord Stanhope, 
who makes waj for Mr Churchill at the 
Admiralty, is now Lord President of the 
Council Sir Samuel Home's successor at the 
Home Office is Sir John Anderson 

The most sensational war news to-day is of 
the sinking of the Donaldson liner “Athema " 
200 miles west of the Hebrides She had z 400 
passengers, and all that is known of them is 
that many were sar ed 

Australia, tlie Commonwealth Prime Minister 
announces, is at wax with Germany New 
Zealand takes the same course Japan remains 
neutral. Lord Gort is appointed Commander- 
111 Chief of the Lntidi Field Force. 
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riRST WEEK 

-“•fSriss 

« torpedoed without v»m,n| 

passengers and crew were savea d 

P A danng Royal *“r®^ s U 

tomght Aeroplanes torto «* ® ^ Kiei 

and Bransbuttel at the German 

Canal heavdy tomhed aossels otto O ^ 

isr”* s'* •>«» ^ *' ,at 

recalls memones of ^brugge hours 

Late on Sunday mght and mU.e^ 
of tins morning K a 1 Northern and 

extensne reconnaissanceo N ^ 6oqoOQO 

\\ cstem Germany and d I°Pf* lc They 

copies of a note to the {t Further 

were not engaged by enemy ^ e ji mt> tcr 
to inform the Germans the Prune 
broadcast to them this evening m thei 
language the ro ies hard on 

Tire Germans ^ t operations are 

the Sitesian front In U m , 1Iliau asav-s Con 

beginning a Trench commumq^y ^ o( 

tacts have been to the German 

the Magmot Line and ^ Uan3arc enlisting 
frontier Thousand, of A lstr ^ mlmcnl s an- 
Many more ^ten remain 
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FIRST WEEK 

officially slated that though he h not a member 
of the War Cabinet, Mr. Eden will attend all 
meetings ol the Cabinet, so that he may be 
able to beep the Dominions (uHv informed. ‘ 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

npHE Poles arc retreating, but, they say, 

" accofding to plan/* They aim at getting 
behind the Vistula and the Bug. which arc 
described as the country's natural defences. 
German reports claim the occupation of all the 
eastern part of the industrial districts in Upper 
Silesia. Polish aeroplanes have raided Berlin. 

Ia' the war at sea there are losses on both 
sides. Three German ships which might have 
become armed raiders liave been sunk in the 
Atlantic alter the crews had been saved. The 
Cunard freight steamer " Bosnia '* (2,400 tons) 
was set on fire by submarine gunfire and sunk, 
also in the Atlantic ; a fireman was killed, but 
the rest of the crew were rescued by a 
Norwegian tanker. The “Bosnia," like the 
“Athenia," began her voyage before this 
country was at war. 

General Hertzog, the South African Prime 
Minister, who wanted the Union to remain 
neutral, has resigned after defeat in the House 
of Assembly and General Smuts has succeeded 
him. South Africa will now join in the war 
against Germany. In Canada, men arc enlisting 
17 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

JSS^a. en — ^ 

the annj whtcli then numbered 55 ooo h 
nearlv doubled 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

npHE war on the Western front is 
* A Trench commnwqud reports 
advances The trench people 5* Th e 

impressed by British strengt i w ^ 

third RAT reconnaissance over 
announced our aeroplanes were not CKJ 

•pymg out the land but again dropping vast 
nSrsofthe Note to the German pe^ 
All our machines returned safely and 
engaged by enemy fighters . 

German aircraft approached the East Coast 
early yesterday morning but our g S 
notes were ready for them and they ^ 
bade without having even the opportnn y 

do any damage rwmv 

The enemy chum to have captured uncow 
but the Poles deny it though the ancicn y 
lias hecn evacuated. North west of W 
there is heavy fighting and it is reported tnai 
the Government is now established ni Lu 
The destruction of many German aeroplanes is 
reported 

Besides the credits recently granted 
Poland the British and Trench Governments 
are giving her a cash loan of £8 5 00 000 



FIRST WIXK 

The Germans arc et identity asliamcd o{ the 
unwarned torpedoing of th<* "Athenix” 
Responsibility for it is' denied and the 
« Hamburger rrcmdenbtatt “ tells its readers 
that tU order to sink the vcsccl was given by 
"Mr. Churchill t The destruction of the ship lias 
caused intense indignation in America, where 
opinion is rapidly stuping for repeal of the 
Neutrality Act and removal of the arms 
embargo. Adoption of the “ cash and cany " 
policy appears to be likely. 

Mr. Smuts has formed his Cabinet and South 
Africa is now at war with Germany. General 
Hertzog seems to be taking a conciliatory line ; 
he is urging las followers not to raise the racial 
usue. 


THURSDAY* SEPTEMBER 7 

nTO DAY brings war news from the West as 
well as from the East While the Poles are 
fighting bravely against heavy odds the Trench 
arc giving the Germans a rough taste of their 
quality Advancing bejond the Maginot Line 
they have already crossed the German frontier 
at various points Land and air forces are 
cooperating and the Trench official report says 
the enemy has received large reinforcements 
betveen the Rhine and the Moselle. Their 
danger in the West, it is said, is already drawing 
forces from Poland 

British attacks on enemy submarines are 
continuing and German merchant ships are 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

{Continue#} 

rapidly being dnven oft the sea Jt is reported 
that fifty-four of them are m the harbour of 
Vigo and nine more m Japanese ports The 
Horddcutscher trading ship " Inn " was cap- 
tured on Tuesday and the crew and thirty-fi\ e 
passengers taken off The crew had brought 
the ship to a sinking condition before sbe 
could be boarded. A British trader, *' Olive 
Grove,” of 4 060 tons has been torpedoed and 
sunk 200 miles north west of the Spanish const 
The crew of thirty-five were rescued 

There appears to be little doubt that Cracow 
has fallen and that the enemy continues lu-> 
advance towards Warsaw But the retreat of 
the Poles is well ordered! there has been no 
big battle and the Germans do not claim a 
large number of prisoners. Tlie Poles may still 
be able to counter-attack with effect 

In the House of Commons, Mr Chamberlain 
gave a comprehensive review of the position 
to-day He paid lugh tribute to the valour of 
the R.A r men — including some from the 
Dominions — who raided Wilhelmshaven and 
declared that the Navy will increasingly bring 
the problem of the submarine under control 

Sir Nevile Henderson, British Ambassador 
to Berlin, arrived at Gravesend to-day on 
board the Dutch ship " Batnvicr V" There 
appear to have been submarine alarms during 
the passage, for the escorting destroyers twice 
dropped depth charges m mid Channel 



riRST WEEK 


nut. AY, SEPTEMBER S 

npur. Germans ore dangerously near to* 
Warsaw, indeed their Army Command 
reports that motonsed troops forced their way 
into the city at 5 35 this afternoon If they 
•did they were forced out again for later Polish 
reports show that the city services (including 
four radio stations) still function that scores 
of thousand* of the citizens arc engaged on 
defence worts and that General Czuma com 
ntandi, a strong garrison 

We ha\e occupied positions from winch 
there is no retreat says General Czuma 
\\ e shall fight to the last ditch. North and 
southwest o! the city the Polish forces are 
retreating with great shill and the armies are 
still intact 

The Trench retain the initiative on the West 
and further local advances are reported 
Enemy submarines are still busy but tliere 
vs confidence that early adoption of the conv oy 
system will reduce their power of mischief to a 
minimum 

The Ministry of Information m a statement 
issued to night sap it is clear that the U ho ts 
were on their stations on the ocean trade routes 
with orders for an unrestricted campaign 
against merchant shipping sev erd days before 
war broke out 

The Duke ot Kent having accepted a naval 
command for the duration of the war will not 
go to Australia and the King has approved 
of Lord Gowne continuing m office as Gov emor 
General 



FIRST WEEK 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

the last day bf the first week of the 
war one may fittingly pay tribute to the 
steadiness of our people and to the amaang 
strength of the ARP organisation Men and 
women irom all classes of the community arc 
working together in a splendid spirit of com 
radeship ready for any call day or night 
London has ne\er been so thoroughly organised 
and inspirited before and the willing and 
cheerful patriotic service here is being shown in 
e\ ery town and v illage in the land 
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SECOND WEElv 


meeting of the Supreme War Council as 
evidence ol the complete accord of Britain and 
Trance. 

Special points in the speech were the Fame 
Minister’s confidence that the convoy system 
(being applied immediately) would reduce the 
submarine danger to a minimum J that some 
relaxation of fighting restrictions is practicable ; 
and a plea for patience while the Ministry of 
Information is putting its house in order. 

From the M Fuehrer’s Headquarters in 
Poland ’* comes a threat to bomb " open 
towns, marlets, and villages." The excuse 
for tins is that the Poles in such places are said 
to have resisted the German troops. Lord 
Halifax promptly replied to tlus by saying in 
the House of Lords this evening that if the 
Germans did bomb such places, contrary to 
Hitler’s own pledge, cur Government would 
hold themseh es completely free ” to tabe 
such action as they may deem appropriate." 
This statement was loudly cheered 

The new Trench War Cabinet is announced. 
M. Haladier is Foreign Minister and War 
Minister as well as Premier. M bonnet lca\cs 
the Foreign Office to be Minister of Justice. 

President Roosevelt has summoned a special 
session of the United States Congress on 
September ax. The Government wall ask for 
revision of the neutrality law so as to remove 
the existing arms embargo. 


Tho law of contraband is already fce n „ 
enforced A Dutch slcamship «i (h 3 J° 
Uusscldorf, in Germany, was stoorvd jl „ 
Down*, sent into port, and tH j. b*' » 



SECOND WEEK 

opened throughout England, Wales, and 
Scotland. In London, within a radius of a 
mile and a half from Leicester Square, they 
must dc^e at 6 p m , but outside that area they 
may be open till ten There will be no race 
meeting? before October 16 at the earliest 
Stimng eje- witness accounts of tbe air- 
raids on tbe Kiel Canal arc issued by tbe 
Mmistry of Information 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

HpHE courage and shill with which tbe Pob-s 
are fighting is shown by the achievement of 
tbe army of Pomorze winch, unable to remain 
m the indefensible Comdor, broke the enemy 
lme and fought its way to Warsaw, where it 
arrived with a,ooo German prisoners But 
the enemy’s mechanised forces are again actnc, 
German bombmg of open towns is reported 
Mr Mcrmes, the Australian Prime Minister, 
has formed a War Cabinet of which that veteran 
of the Great War, Mr W M Hughes, is a 
member Immediate enlistment of an infantry 
division for service at home or abroad is 
officially announced 

The Admiralty reports m-uiy attacks on 
German submarines, ^ome of which have been 
destroyed 
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THIRD WEEK ' 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

''\A? r HILE still fighting gillantly against o\ cr 
whelming odds Poland has receded a 
mortal stab in the back Early this morning 
Russian troops crossed the frontier in the 
north south and centre and rapid progress is 
reported from Moscow to night The Polish 
Go\ emment is near the Rumanian frontier 
"What tins, move of the Russians means is not 
j et made clear They say that the Polish State 
has ceased to exist and that their object is to 
restore peace and order and to protect the 
Russians m Poland Another view is that they 
are staking out their claim to a share of the 
plunder while jet there time They declare 
that they are still neutral in the European war 
The fighting between Soviet forces and the 
Japanese on the Mongolian frontier has ended 
and an armistice has been signed 

EasfoftheMaginotLmetherrenchheav} guns 
are proving their superiority German mfantrj 
counter attacks are uniformly beaten back 
Large reinforcements from Poland are reported 
Enday September 59 is to be National 
Registration Day m other words a census 
will then be taken winch will be the basis of the 
National Register, of food rationing and other 
emergency measures Every British subject 
will be gn en an identity card 

* * * * 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

1 DUSSIAN and German troops ha\e met at 
Brest Li to vs k It is suggested that after 
the two imaders have agreed on the areas thej 
Will annex a puppet Polish State may be set up 
Warsaw is still holding out Many com 
mentators point out that the swift collapse of the 
Poles is no reflection on their courage German 
supenont) was in their mechanised forces and 
m the air, not in the quality of their soldiers 
31 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
(Cot lamed) 

(Minister of Armaments in tlic French Cabinet) 
In a broadcast address to night Sir Samuel 
Home said to those who had lost their job» 
owing to war made industrial dislocation 
*' Be patient if you ha\c sought war work am! 
have not y ct found it The war w orh will soon 
be seeking you 

Major General the Duke of Gloucester is 
Chief Liaison Officer of the British Evpedi 
tiomty Force m I ranee 
The Russians have had the better of (tie 
deal with the Germans about Poland At least 
half the country wall come under the Soviet 
Government winch wall occupy the whole 
length of the Polish frontiers with Rumania 
and Ruthema The cities going to Ru ■ua 
include Vilna, Bulyslok, Brest latovsk, Lublin 
and Lwou (Lemberg) , and the frontier wall run 
dose to W arsaw 

General Argesennu who commands the 
second army corps stationed m Bucliarest is 
the new Prime Minister of Rumania. The 
country is reported to be quiet 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

TVAT - ARS V\V fights on and even the German 
” ” High Command speaks of a desperately 
resisting enemy Food supplies m the city are 
running short but there is no sign of weakening 
in the defence The German casualties include 
one of their most famous soldiers— General 
Baron von Fntsch former Commander in Chief 
of the Army— who was killed in. the Warsaw 
fighting yesterday 

The Germans have been counter-attaclang 
strongly on the Western Front but with no 
success. 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 


''JAfARSAW is not only liombcd from Use 
* ’ air ; today hat tones of heavy guns hive 
lept up without ceasing a temblc fire on the 
centre of the city. Tlie Eilfctl on this one day 
are reported to be at least a thousand Worst 
of all is that wounded men in hospitals have 
been done to death ui their beck by the awful 
bombardment and buried in the debris. 


Scandinavia u outraged by the latest 
development of the German submarine cam- 
paign Neutral ships bound for the United 
Kingdom arc now being destroyed Tvvo 
linmsh steamers carrying cellulose were sunk 
yesterday, and a Swedish vessel With a cargo 
of Umber to~diy 

A stimng story was told when the United 
States ship "American Farmer ' armed m 
New York to-day with twenty nine .survivors 
of the crew of the British steamer " Kafnstan," 
sunk by a U boat Passengers and the master 
of the * American Tanner ” said that while the 


survivors were still in their boats a British 


aeroplane swooped down on the submarine, 
sprayed lier deck with machine gun fire, and 
dropped bombs, one of which fell on the 
conning tower 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

npHC Warsaw horror continues A hundred 
*■ fires are reported (the result of incendiary 
bombs) and the casualties are appalling Yet 
the wnter of to-days communique from the 
shambles tells tis in conventional phrase that 
* the morale of the Army and the population 
is excellent " And the same dreadful struggle 
is maintained in the neighbouring fortress of 
Modhn 
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rommi week 

The Zeppelin works at rncduchshatcn, near 
the Swiss border, were three times attacked by 
Allied bombers last night. Yesterday also the 
Royal Air Force made reconnaissance flights 
o\cr Western and North-Western Germany 
All our aircraft returned safely , they had met 
no serious opposition 

“A foul act of piracy on the high seas on the 
part of the German Navy" is the Ministry of 
Informations judgment on the sinking of the 
British steamship 'Royal Sceptre' on Sep 
tember G " The cretv of this ship were cast 
adnft m their boats without possible hope of 
reaclung land " , and tins w as a gross violation 
of the Submarine Protocol signed by Germany 
less than three }Kus ago By the rule then 
laid down no warship is justified m sinking a 
merchant ship unless the crew has been placed 
m safety. 

The United States Neutrality Law Bill sub 
mitted to the Senate Foreign Relations Com 
mittee to-day, would make it illegal for 
American -vessels to carry goods or passengers 
to belligerent countries , but it would permit 
belligerent Powers to buy goods (mdudmg 
munitions of war) from the United States if 
they paid cash for them and earned them away 
\w there oww ships. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

npHERE were heartening reviews of the war 
•“* situation in the House of Commons to-day 
an informing survey of the home front by the 
Prime Munster, and a cheerful though cautious 
„ report on the War at sea by the First Lord of 
the Admiralty 

Listening to Mr Churchill, one had complete 
confidence that the Navy has given, and will 
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TOUfcTH WEEK 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

{Continued) 

give a good account of itself One tenth of 
Germany s submarines w ere destroyed in the 
first two weeks of war, by now the enemy s 
losses are probably a quarter and perhaps a 
third 

Other illuminating figures followed The loss 
of merchant shipping by U boat action is 
declining It was 65 000 tons m the first week 
46 000 tons m the second 21 000 m the tim'd 
and 9 000 in the last six days 
Tins is the twenty first day of Warsaw s 
heroic defence and the end must be near The 
enemy s iron ring is drawn closer the merciless 
bombardment continues day and night and 
though there is still food in the city, its 
distribution has become almost impossible 
In the West artillery action has been 
extended southward along the whole front 
French guns are pounding the forward defences 
of the Siegfried Line There are reports of food 
shortage m enemy country west of the Rhine 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

TprUMAN nature could endure no longer and 
^ Warsaw capitulated to-day Before the 
end of the neck the enemy will be in full 
occupation of the ruined city 

German reports that tlieir aeroplanes had 
destroy ed a British aircraf t-camer and damaged 
a battleship were denied by Mr Churchill m 
the House of Commons A wireless report had 
]ust been received from Sir Charles Forbes 
Commander m-Chief of the Home Fleet who 
said twenty aircraft attacked but no British 
ship was hit and tl ere were no British 
casualties One of the cnemj planes w as shot 
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down and another badly damaged , and Mr 
Churchill said a third came down and her crew 
were taken pnsorers 

At home the event of the week is the first 
Wat Budget * opened" in the House of 
Commons by Sir John Simon this afternoon 
It imposes new taxation on an unprecedented 
c cale the new income tax of 7s Gd in the 
pound (an average of 7s in tins financial 5 car) 
is is Gd m the pound above the lughest point 
reached in the Great War 
Surtax and death duties arc also increased 
an excess profits duty of Go per cent-— or the 
National Defence contribution whichever is 
higher I— is to be leaned on trade and business 
profits above the pre war standard , and there 
is additional taxation on spirits wine beer, 
sugar and tobacco Later there will be war 
loans 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

HjP VLLS between Ribbentrop and Stahn begun 
at Moscow y esterday w ere continued to-day 
and everybody wonders what mischief they are 
plotting Reuter reports that a pact ot mutual 
assistance between Russia and Estonia has 
been signed 

The Admiralty again exposes the false 
statements broadcast from Germany that 
British mcn-of war m the North Sea had been 
damaged by German aircraft It is officially 
declared that no British ship has been 
damaged nor any casualties incurred from 
German aircraft 

The Foreign Relations Committee decided 
to-day to submit the Neutrality Bill to the 
American Senate 



rouirni WEfiK 

riUDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

UTIIE reprcsentatncs of Russia and Germany, 
*“• who till recently loathed one another this 
morning signed a treaty by which they divide 
Poland between tl enudves , there is to be no 
form of Polish State lining thus got ivJnt 
they wanted they declare tint the Inneo- 
British War with Germany ought to be ended 
at once 

The peace offrnsiae is thus begun II it 
fads we arc told that will be proof tint 
M Britain and Trance are responsible for the 
continuation of the war As to Poland they 
say they will refuse any interference with lie 
settlement by third parties 

In London official circles tt Is being sonl 
that the Moscow treaty was expected and th*t 
it docs not essentially change the situation 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

npIIE Anglo-Turhish agreement lias been 
A initialled and wall be signed as soon as the 
Toretgn Munster M Sara] oglu returns to 
Angora from Moscow’ A Turkish treaty with 
Trance has also been agreed And a Turfculi 
Military Mission is on the way to London 
One mam object of the treats it is said is 
to maintain the status quo in the Balkans 


^ ^ ^ 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER I 

TfN all the churches throughout the country, 
to-day wis observed as a Day of National 
Prayer The King and pueen attended morning 
service at St Pauls Cathednl 

In response to a call from the German 
Government, the Italian Foreign Secretary, 
Count Ciano vent to Berlin to-day and was 
received by Herr Hitler this evening It is 
assumed from this, that Italy is being asked 
to present Hitlers expected peace proposal* 
to the British and Trench Governments 
As Mr Churchill said in a broadcast address 
to-night Hitler decided -when the war should 
begin but it is not for Jum or his successors 
to say when it wall end It began when he 
wanted it and it will end only when we are 
convinced that he has had enough 
A thrilling air fight over the Siegfried lane is 
reported by the Air Ministry Five British 
reconnaissance machines were attached by 
fifteen German Messerschmitt fighters in the 
most strongly defended part of the Saar 
Three of our machines were shot down (of the 
twelve men who formed the crews eight escaped 
by parachute) and another made a forced 
landmg The British squadron leader who 
alone was left then shot down two of the 
enemy machines — and the other thirteen turned 
tail and fled Our surviv uig plane with eighty 
holes in its fabnc cai ght fire as it fell but the 
crew were saved 

It is announced by Royal Proclamation 
to-mght that men between the ages of twenty 
and twenty two are liable to military service 
The calling up date will be announced later 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 2 

H WING been in Berlm less Uvm twenty- 
(our hours Count Ciano 13 on lu3 way to 
Rome Meantime, there is intense diplomatic 
nctivity m Moscow Following the agreement 
with Estonia, negotiations arc now going on 
with Latvia j Lithuania's turn wall probably 
come neat 

The Turkish Foreign Munster, M Sarajoglu 
is still in Moscow it is believed that Stalin is 
pressing him to free Turkey from, at any rate, 
part o! her obligations to Britain and Trance 
The British steamer "Clement" (of the 
Booth Line) has been sunk in the South 
Atlantic by an enemy ship whose identity 13 
unknown 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 

A CROWDED HoUie of Commons cheered 
the Pnme Minister's comments on the 
reports of imminent peace proposals from 
Germany The attack on. Poland he said, was 
the occasion of war by Britain and France, 
but the fundamental cause was the need that 
had arisen to end the rule of violence in Europe 
That was the purpose of the Allies, and no 
threat would induce them to abandon it If 
peace proposals were made they would be 
considered, but no mere promises from the 
present German Government could accepted 
for that Government had too often proved 
that their undertakings were worthless when it 
suited them that they should be broken 
Mr Chamberlain announced changes m the 
Ministry of Information the chief is that the 
pre-war practice by which journalists had 
direct contact with Government departments 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 
(CoWimiftf) 

will he restored Sir Walter Monckton is 
appointed Controller o! Censorship, but hon he 
will fit into the present organisation is not jet 
explained 

In a speech jesterday the former President 
of the United Stales, "Mr Hoover, declared that 
he could see no possibility or the Allies being 
defeated Economically, Germany was Kit a 
tremendous disadvantage 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4 

■jrjEPORTS that Signor Mussolini was making 
— or had already made — proposals of peace 
were quickly contradicted from Rome to-dij 
Nor is there any sign that the Italian Goi em- 
inent intends to abandon neutrality 
Russia also, it is generally thought, nill 
remain neutral in the war m the West There 
is a curious report that she lias asked for 
Norwegian ships to cany Russian timber to 
British ports 

The Dominion Governments are each sending 
a Minister to London to confer with the British 
Government with a anew to ensuring the most 
effective co-ordination of effort in the war 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 

npHERE is no hmit to the mendacity of 
German propaganda After the sinking of 
the " Athema/ it was said that Mr Churchill 
had ordered her to be destroyed f And last 
night the United States Government received 
a warning from the head of the German Navy 
(Admiral Raeder) that the *' Iroquois,” an 
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American steamer carrying American passen- 
gers, w ould be su nk in the same way 0 1 course, 
nobody in \V aslungton belie; ed it 

When the vat began the Germans had ten 
or twelve 750-ton ocean going submarines It 
is belies cd that about half of these ha\c 
already been lost No British ship had been 
sunk this week until to-day, when one of 
S76 tons was a \ictim 

* "Naval Eye Witness' describes the mar- 
vellous escape oi a British submarine which was 
badly damaged by depth charges in enemy 
waters Her periscope was b’c-vn away, the 
wireless smashed, the engines disabled, and she 
could not di\e after coming to the surface 
but by the splendid courage and resource of 
officers and men she managed to hrap across 
the North Sea until she came under escort of 
destroyers 

Following the settlements with Estonia and 
Latvia Russia has now proposed a trade 
agreement with. Lithuania which is likely to be 
accepted 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 0 

AT a special session of the Reichstag to-day 
x “- Herr Hitler gloated over the conquest of 
Poland and then proposed that a conference 
should be held to consider a comprehensive 
European settlement It would not be an 
immediate conference first the war must be 
ended and armies demobilised. Hitler thus 
demands that we should disarm before anything 
is settled Except Poland Germany would 
not tolerate the restoration of Polish 
independence 
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rntDAY, octom:k 6 

{Cer.ftttutd ) 

A virck ngo it wa* announced tint peace 
proposals wuul 1 lx? marie jointly by Germany 
nn<l Hunk Tl^rc v« no pretence in Hitler * 
speech tint Kimta shared responsibility for fit* 
mixture of appeal and threats to Britain and 
Trance. Tor the time, at any rale, Hum la is 
Iryiti}; to live up to her profession of neutrality 
in the Wolrrn war. 

The Admiralty mikes this caustic comment 
on the Germin'* warning "tint the " Iroquois “ 
% would 1« sunk: "It is surmising that an 
ofTicer of the former Imperii! German Navy 
like Admiral Racder should demean hri 
uniform by lending himself to such bareness M 

Germany, it Is reported from Copenhagen, 
Intends to “ intensify ** submarine svarfarc. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 

npHE consensus of world opinion on Hitler’s 
speech is that it does not provide a bads 
for negotiation. " A peace of conquest " is one 
American description of it. But Berlin 
pathetically dings to the hope that Italy will 
lead a peace campaign. 

On the Western Front the Trench hive made 
a very useful gain of territory on the German 
side of Luxembourg. The whole of the British 
Expeditionary Force, much- stronger than that 
which crossed the Clnnncl in igrp is now in 
France, Men and material were transported 
from one country to the other without loss of a 
single hie. 

- Germany's aircraft are active in the North 
Sea but her navy keeps in the safety of harbour. 
Meantime British merchant ships arc arriung 
in home ports in convoy; and it is reported 
that no con\ oyed ship has jet been lost.-. 
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SUNDAY, OCTODHR 8 

\A7'0KI I) opinion on Ilitfe'* " P^ 
** fx«h ‘ j* nJrnr> t vnltnly 
Oir Covcnnvnt i» conferring with tlw (■»0'«n- 
nv*nl$ of t!><* Dominions ami of 1'ranctr I** orc 
tin* rum'' Mmiitrr mil e* a stitem rn t to 
IVrlum'-nt on the «ubjc<rt . 

Hiving ucttnM apVcnu ntv with nstoidJ a,1( l 
Intwi, nnd submitted on" to Lithium 1 . «ks 
I* m nn Gomnm^nt hn invited 10 

*<*nd a rpccnl roi»rc'fntit»ve to Jlw m ' 
nepotnte on political and cconmuc qvc^^ ni 
Hr invitation has l>ern accepted, but IhC *inni 
d"chrr tint they arc <h tenmned to m^ntafn 
their mdrjxiid nco— ■ nnd their neutrality Jf i the 
war 


VTOKfeHN , QCTOTCR *\ 

HpUR Admiralty report attacks bv German 
A aircraft on lirtlish cruisers anti aestwrrs 
Non" of our ship-, was damaged Y«twd*iy 
afternoon a Genmn naval squadron was s^n by 
cur patrol craft to the south west of Norway, 
an<l Untt'Ji forces tried to engage it, bid the 
enemy slup> pot away In the darkness 

Now that the 'mall States north-cast 0 f the 
Biltic have come under strong Russian influence 
Ihtl r is transferring Germans there to the 
Reich and is in such a hurry nlxmt it til'd he 
sent Latin a message saying that the ptaxrcss 
must be completed in three days. It is cstiffl'dcd 
that there aa m Latvia about 6o ooo people °* 
Ginnan race, including .j ooo German subjects 
These Sre ordered to leave, but the Latvian 
Government have told the others that theY can 
po or stay as they wish Many of them bemug 
to families which have been settled in “ ie 
country for centimes and they are loth toka' clt 



SIXTH WEEK 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER IQ 

npUE French are first in their reply to Hitler. 
A- In a broadcast statement. M. Daladier said 
they would fight on to secure a guarantee of - 
security for Europe. 

In a heartening review of the work of the 
Royal Mr Force in the House of Commons, Sir 
Kingsley Wood declared that our latest fighters 
are definitely better than their German counter- 
parts. The present great production of aero- 
planes is to be doubled. 

Another Swedish steamer was sunk by a 
German submarine on- Sunday. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 

HTHE Turkish Foreign Minister lias been in 
^ Moscow for sixteen days, and the negotia- 
tions are still incomplete. Stalin has been busy 
with other things, most of all with the establish- 
ment of the new order in Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. The agreement with Lithuania pro- 
vides that the State receives the province and 
town of Vilna (long the cause of quarrel with 
Poland) — and also Russian garrisons in certain 
leased areas. The Soviet soldiers, it is laid down 
are to stand aloof from the internal affairs of 
Lithuania ; but whether this undertaking can 
and will be made effective, time only will show. 

Meantime, Finland's delegate, Dr. Paasiklvi, 
has arrived in Moscow. Will Stalin treat her as 
he has treated the other three- States ? 

The Polish Government has been re- ■ 
established in Paris, and its Foreign Minister, 
M. Zaleski, has arrived in London for a short 
stay. He saw both the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister this afternoon. 

Mr. Hore-Belisha told the House of Commons 
to-day that the British Expeditionary Force of 
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WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER II 
{Continued) 

158,000 men crossed to Trance without ony 
casualty At the outbreak of w-nr the Army bad 
at disposal m this country alone, including 
Rescmsts and Militia, " tiic best part of a 
million men '* 

In the Expeditionary Force Lieut -General 
Sir John Dill commands the First Army Corp.» 
and Lieut -General A T Brooke the second 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 

TTN the House of Commons this afternoon Mr 
Chamberlain made his reply to Hitler's 
Reichstag speech . and it is Hint was expected 
The 1 uehrer’s proposals for " European 
security '* were based on recognition of hts 
conquests and lus right to do what he pleased 
Ml til the conquered— and Great Bntain, sanl 
the I’nme Minister, cannot accept such a basis 
without forfeiting her honour Apart from that 
there is a fundamental difficulty in dealing with 
Hitler’s wider proposals — “ after our past 
experience, it is no longer possible to rely upon 
the unsupported word of the present German 
Government” 

Mr* Chamberlain quoted with approval M 
Clincher's words on Tuesday, that v.-e are fight- 
ing against aggression and for a security which 
cannot be called in question every six months 
" Acts — not words alone — must be forthcom- 
ing " our Pnme Minister declared, ” before we 
and our Allies can cease to wage war to the 
utmost of our strength " And then, in bis con- 
cluding sentence — * It 13 for Germany to make 
her choice ” 

First reports of the impression made by the 
speech abroad are from the United States, 
where xt is warmly approved. 



SIXTH WEEK 

lighting lias become sharper on the Western 
front, the Germans rmhng many infantry 
attacks with the object of taking Trench 
prisoners— an object in which they continue to 
be foiWl 


ntIDAY, OCTOBER 13 

aXA7lIUX they do not report Mr. Chamberlain 
’ Y except m detached passages, the German 
newspapers rage against him wnth fury IX cn a 
so-called official reply merely abusive His 
speech is desenbed as ** an nnheard oi insult to 
Germany " and as showing tint '* whatever we 
do or say or offer, British warmongers arc deter- 
mined to destroy the German people " “A 
high Nazi official '* is reported as saying that 
nothing but neutral intervention can now 
restore peace And there is no sign of that 
Everyone is asking "What next?" The 
Germans have been thinking m the terms of a 
quick war against inferior forces , now they are 
opposed by two great Powers — arid no quick 
way is visible They are supposed to have 
eighty divisions on the Western Trent, a 
superiority in numbers but not such as to 
encourage confidence in an attack on the 
Magmot Lme In spite of all the pledges that 
they would not do it, many still believe they 
will attempt a rush through Belgium. But the 
Magmot Bine would confront them even then I 

To-days German communique reports that 
the Trench have destroyed three bridges over 
the Rhine 

The Germans now admit that they lost six: 
aeroplanes in the encounter of their aircraft 
with British, naval forces in the North Sea last 
Monday 

* * * c 
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SATURDAV, OCT ODER 1 1 

nriin Admiralty announces the sinking of the 
"Royal Oak," a British battleship built 
over twent} years ago It u believed she was 
sunk by a submarine, but there is no definite 
information about that Nor Is the loss of life 
jet known. 

The Russiandcmands on Tinland are reported 
to be ** relatively moderate", but the Tinns 
an. open-eyed to possible danger, and already 
half the population of Helsinki (Helsingfors) 
ha\ c left the city The armj is on guard along 
the Russian frontier 

Finland s President wall attend a four Power 
Conference, called by King Gustav of Sweden 
and to be held in Stockholm on Wednesday 
next King Haakon of Norway and King 
Christian of Denmark will abo be there 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 

TOEPORTS of enemy ml cntjons ire conflicting 
■**-* Gennan newspapers (winch ha\c £n en only 
garbled rejxirts of the Prime Ministers repty to 
Hitler) are denouncing England 5 war guUt ’ 
and encouraging their public to e\pcct peace 
proposals from neutral Powers But the news 
from tl c Western Front is ol the rolling up of 
'more enemy dmsions towards the Siegfried 
I me and of the muster of great forces close 
to the Belgian border Will they attack ? 
The British Armj is now on the line assigned 
to it, and working hard m s trengihe-nmg the 
defences already organised 
An Admiralty report gnes the number of 
survnors from the sunk battleship " Rojal 
Oak ” as 41 1 the ship s complement was 
about 1 200 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 16 

npWELVE or fourteen bombers this afternoon 
^ attacked warships in the lirth of Forth 
Superficial damage was done to the cruiser 
Southampton and the destroyer Mohawk, 
but they and all the oilier \essels lying there 
were completely seaworthy when the raid was 
over But bombs had fallen so near that 
splinters caused thirtj the casualties 
At least four of the enemy bombers were 
brought down, three of them by RAF 
machines The strength of the defence against 
naval attack at sea was again manifest Bat 
there was a strange and unaccountable lapse 
in one important respect Edinburgh saw the 
raid splinters and bomb-caps actually fell 
within the city and it his a strong ARP 
organisation Yet no siren sounded no Warden 
blew his whistle I 
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The first German attack in lo-ce on the 
Western Front was begun tlus morning on a 
foar mile front cast of the Moselle and near to 
the south-east Luxembourg frontier. Trench 
forward posts were withdrawn, according to 
plan, and the enemy got as far as Apach. just 
within tire Trench frontier, but were there l eld 
and dm m back 

According to a War Office statement, some 
of the German prisoners recently taken by the 
Trench Army did not know there was a war 
till they were captured They had come from 
quiet sectors of the line, where they were told 
they -were on manoeuvres, and the) thought 
the firing they heard was target practice and 
blasting 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17 

TlfOLLOWING up yesterday mornings attack 
■“* near the Luxembourg frontier, the Germans 
advanced again in the afternoon on an 
eighteen mite front cast of the Saar and again 
they faded The T rcncli withdrew their forward 
posts, and the enemy was held “on the pre- 
arranged line 

To-day there was a resumption of the air 
attacks on British naval forces Tlus time it 
was at Scapa Flow Some damage was done 
to the “ Iron Duke ” an old battleship which 
was Admiral Jellicoe's flagship from 1914 to 
1917 Two of the nudcTs w ere shot down — and 
two more were destroyed m a Bght oH tlie 
north-cast coast Another air attack over the 
Orkneys this afternoon caused no casualties or v 
damage Later reports suggest that besides the 
four enemy machines brought down in and 
near the Tirth of Forth yesterday several others 
were so crippled that they could not get home 
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It t> estimated that the Germans suffered 
5000 casualty's in Jlomhj's fighting on the 
Western Trout 

Our ovn casualties are heavy — at home In 
September, the first black-out month, 1,130 
persons died from the effects of road accidents 
as compared with 554 in the corresponding 
month of last 5 car. 


THURSDAY* OCTOBER 19 

HjPHE Anglo-Trencli-Turkish Treaty u as signed 
at Angora tins evening, and within half an 
hour the fact was reported b> the Prime 
Minister to the House of Commons It is 
understood that the terms arc those that were 
agreed three weeks ago Completion of the 
treaty is an event of major importance and is 
sure to be hailed abroad as a gieat diplomatic 
success for the Allies 

The solidarity of the Scandinavian States — 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Tinland — is 
shown by the report on the conference of the 
four Powers held m Stockholm yesterday and 
the day before They affirm their determm all on , 
in close co-operation, to adhere consistently to 
a policy of neutrality 

Heavy rams have caused floods on the 
German side of the Rhine sector of the Western 
Trent The Trench have the advantage of 
being on higher ground 


TRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 


-rprlTIXR is credited with the intention to 
JLA TO3.YAU/SR Vxiatimc 

to the British Government, but exclusively to 
Trance The idea that he can drive a wedge 



bLVj v nn wi.ric 

fuiday* otnonni 20 

{Ctrtitttif, if 

t**tu«r*i ih<s two njunlnea Im been In li!i irtnil 
for a ctamfderab’e time, but lian tint no 
t’lcrmrvtcnuml I mm our Ally. The mpro^ttr i 
th\t they aie ready to make a separate peace 
anil be tested by tl o l ranch ns nn insult 
The negotiations In-twcm ItuviSaaml t inland 
a all bo retimed 0*1 Mcmda> 

German aircraft nttcnpictl another raid on 
Smthrnl thl* rooming, bit retired in face of 
quick U A V defrmhe action 


SATURDAY, OCTOnER 21 

T^itn Germans mmt decide quickly ttlicthcr 
■*' th»*} arc rolng to make a mass attack on 
the Magmot Ltnc in the rear future. \\ either 
condition* have already deteriorated and may 
be expected to become avor-e a* the winter 
nhars II there It no enemy attack within tl e 
neat ucck or two. U saVi nrobably mean a long 
wait before there is any dca. i\ e dash. 

A message from New York reports the 
sinking ot the German armed raider uhich ate 
lizard wai in the South Atlantic three it echo* 
ago It was the “ Schaa abcnland," athicli. 
before the war, was a base ship in the Atlantic 
for German mail aeroplanes. 

Trom New York aL»o we heard of the arm al 
there of nearly three hundred survivors of the 
Hntidi dupi, " City of Mandalay " and 
“Yorkshire'* Sumaors said Uiat sixty-one 
persons are missing from the “Yorkshire’ 
and six or seven from the " City of Mandalay " 
Captain Mackenzie, commander o/ thcAmcncm 
ship “ Independence Hall,” said the captain 
of the U boat thanked him for rescuing the 
survivors 
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TUESDAY* OCTOBER 24 

A T Danzig tins e\ cning \on Ribbtntrop 
made a speech Hint vru> surtl> meant for 
1)0010 consumption— nobody outside Germany 
will believe it He put forward the preposterous 
case that Britain was for years plotting th* 
war, and that Mr Chamberlain meant war 
even when lie went to Munich 1 
Last night a merchant ship flying the German 
flag atm cd m the Russian port of Murmansk 1 1 
was the American owned City of Hint '* 
which was bound from New York to Manchester 
when a " German cruiser * seized her and put 
a pnze crew aboard- The news has caused 
excitement m America 

A week after the Polish war began the store 
o! gold m the Bank of Poland was secretly 
sent from Warsaw* It was earned across 
Rumania to ConsVmza where it was put on 
board a Turkish ship which sailed at once for 
the Mediterranean and after an apparently 
aunteas cruise on to Syria There it % as 
transferred to a Trench vessel The seventy 
Ions of gold worth about £15 000 000 13 now 
in Paris held on trust for the future Govern 
merit of an independent Poland 

On the Western Front there was to-daj some 
sharp small scale fighting south-east oE the 
forest of \\ amdt 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 

npHE blockade of Germany is tightening and 
Mr R H Cross the Minister of Economic 
Warfare says that nearly aU her overseas 
sources of supplv are now cut off. The 
Germans arc retaliating of course There are 
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he Ins been saying for years that Bntam would 
not fight. 

Wintry conditions prevail on the Western 
Trent, with much rain and some snow 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 

SUSPENSION of telephonic communications 
^ from Germany alarmed some of her smaller 
neighbours yesterday ; and m the Berhn pipers 
to-day there were ominous attacks on Belgium 
She was charged with unncutral conduct— and 
tins was repeated on the German radio 
All who have had close dealings with the 
Belgian Gorcmmrnt know that it has main- 
tained the strictest neutrality, not only during 
this war, but for long before. But Belgium 
wall defend herself if attached. That is 
explicitly declared in a broadcast to America 
by King Leopold. 

On Goodwin Sands last night Deal lifeboat- 
men found the broken wreck of art enemy 
submarine. It this 13 possible, it wall be 
brought into harbour so that her construction 
and equipment may be thoroughly examined 

The United States Senate, by sixty-threc 
\ otes to thirty, has passed the Neutrality Bill 
v Inch repeals the embargo on the exportation 
of arms and authorises the " cash and, cany' ” 
system of arms trade With belligerents 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 

HP HE RE was an enemy air reconnaissance 
o\cr South East Scotland this momui" 
All tire raiders were dmen off except one, 
c _ <^S 
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Aliens in South Africa v.hom the law docs not 
permit Iq ioxn the Regular Forces are enlisting 
m a Foreign Legion established by the Union 
Government 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31 

TOUSS1A leads in the news. At a meeting ot 

the Supreme Council of the Soviet Union 
to-mght M Mulotoff lectured Britain and France 
for continuing the war, but gave no more than 
moral support to Germany *, indeed, he stressed 
the fact that the Soviet-German Agreement 
pro\ ides that Russia shall he neutral if German} 
is at war. 

There is interesting news also from Italy, Sn 
Ministries and seicral Under-Secrctaryshipi 
have changed hands, and Signor Starace is nc 
longer Secretary of the Fascist Party Comi 
Ciano remains Foreign Minister, and liis manj 
Inends m London wall be interested to know tlia' 
Signor Grandi still presides over the Depart 
roent ot Justice Signor Mussolini believes « 
occasional “shuffling" ot Goiemment posts 
and these latest changes may not mean any 
shifting ot foreign policy 

Of more value as a pointer, perhaps, is the 
Italian pact of friendship and non aggression 
with Greece, which is expected to be officially 
announced very soon 

Pans reports mention the first use of German 
heavy guns in the West since the war began 
On both Sides air reconnaissance machines have 
been enterprising. British fighters had their 
first engagement with enemy bombers over 
French soil yesterday, and one ot the bombers 
was shot down 



NINTH ULTK 
WEDNESDAY NOtEMDITl I 

T’HC Dutch Government Ime piocteimed a 
Mate of nrge in nnJitir} inundation areas 
and in certain districts adjoining the German 
frontier The} cvidenll) tal c a senou* view of 
the near making of German forces 
Second thoughts cm M Molotofl s speech are 
. tint if it has made little change in tl e situation 
Ku n lias clone a cJl out of her agreement with 
German} andnaturall} s hows a special fricndli 
ness to that Power but die maintains neutral 
jtj and wall it is believed continue to trade 
With both sides 

linnish delegates arc again m Moscow— for 
the third time within three weeks The Russian 
territorial demands include a naval base on the 
northern entrance to the Gulf of Finland Iso 
objection is made to the fortification of the 
Aaland Islands if done b} I inland alone but it 
is joint fortification by I inland and Sweden 
that is proposed and the Tinns must be rcluc 
tant to nave tliat arrangement cancelled 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

r T 1 HE outstanding feature of the Prime 
Ministers weekly review in the Hou e of 
Commons was lus tribute to the great war 
effort now dev efopmg m all parts of the Empire 
— I clp he said cagerl} offered and gladly 
accepted Cabinet Ministers and other repre- 
sentahv cs of the Dominions arc now m London 
to confer with our Government on the best 
means of co-ordinating action 

The Colonics also arc giving loyal and cn 
thusiastic co-operation Flans for employing 
their manpower most effectively are bemg 
worked out 
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By a larger majority than was expected — 242 
to 181— the Iiou'C of RepresentaUv es in 
Washington has voted (or tepeal of the anus 
embargo The IhU will be law in a few dap, 
and the wav will then he dear far British and 
Frcndi purchases of arms and munitions on the 
*' cash and carry ** basis. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

H OW Germany suffers from the blockade r-> 
shown by figures published to-day by the 
Ministry of Economic Warfare In the first 
eight weeks of the war over 400,000 tons of con- 
traband have been intercepted and detained by 
the British and 150,000 tons by the French Of 
the British total *>7,450 tons are petroleum pro- 
ducts, including 12,000,000 gallons of petrol 
Materials applicable to military use account for 
lar the greater part of the tonnage 

Germany’s losses due to the reluctance of 
overseas shippers to consign goods to that 
country arc beUev cd to be much in cveess of the 
quantities intercepted 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

A MONTH ago the American steamer, " City 
of Flint,” left New York for Liverpool. She 
was captured in the Atlantic by the Germans 
and, with a pnre crew aboard, made Mur- 
mansk. F rom there she tried to reach Germany, 
hugging the Scandinavian coast to avoid 
British w arships On Tnday she arrived at the 
Norwegian port of Haugesund, where she 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

[Continue J) 

anchored without permission and, ns the Nor- 
wegian official report sap, without sufficient 
reason. The prize crew was thereupon Interned, 
the" City of Hint "set free (with her American 
crew) and, with good luck, she will soon be in a 
British port. 

l!a\mg given way on two thirds of the 
Itusdan demands, the Tinnish Government u 
standing firm on tfic rest. Delegates from 
IIcLrinlu to Moscow arc a waiting Stahn's 
decision. 
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TENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

nplU' Norwegian Go\cmmcnt Ime acted 
firmly ami promptly m rejecting the. Ccr- 
nvin protest against the freeing of the American 
dup Cit> of flint * .at IIauge*aiml Tfiur 
action Mas strictly m accord with the Hague 
Contention of 1907 (ratiftctl hy Germany) 
which proudes that if a prize *0iip is taj cn to 
a neutral port for other than certain specified 
reasons which did not apply m flits ease it 
should lie released The City ofl fmt ' is now 
at Bergen where she arrived on Saturday 
Angry comment on the Neutrality Act, signed 
hy President Rooseeclt \caterdny i-, made hy 
the Gennan Pros In the United States there 
are protests against the fixing of " danger 
zones ’ \ Inch eitlicr hy statute or by pro 
clamatton American ships arc now forbidden to 
enter These include ports in the British Ides 
1 ranee Germany Holland Belgium Denmark, 
Sweden the Baltic and Norway south of 
Bergen 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

TOUSSIAN determination to remain neutral 
was again affirmed by M Molotoff at a 
celebration of the twenty-second anniversary of 
the Bolshevik revolution It is significant that 
in a manifesto of the Communist International 
Germany is condemned as w ell as Bntain and 
I ranee 

Over the Western front nine Trench aeio- 
planes attacked twenty-seacn enemy machine-* 
and brought down nine of them \nthout los^ to » 
themselves 
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Nineteen British slaps with a total tonnage 
ol 83 159 were sunk m October as against 
thirty-seven ships and 155 63G tons in 
September. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

TT ATE last night King Leopold amved at The 
Hague and began com creations with Queen 
Vdhelmina, com creations which were con- 
tinued this morning Later, they sent to King 
George, the Trench President, and Herr Hitler 
proposals for peace and offered their good offices 
As defence preparations are being pressed 
forward both in Belgium and in Holland, it is 
suggested that this unexpected offer of media- 
tion follows pressure from Germany on one or 
the other, or both 

B> a very interesting coincidence, it happened 
that in the House of Lords this evening Lord 
Halifax re-stated British war aims *' There can 
be no opportunity for Europe to cultivate the 
arts of peace," he said, ” until Germany is 
brought to realise that recurrent acts of 
aggression wall not be tolerated " 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

TT ORD CHAT FIELD in the House of Lords 
- u -‘ and Mr Churchill in the Commons tins 
afternoon made a statement on the sinking of the 
‘ Royal Oak * at Scapa Plow Hus was in effect 
that neither physical obstructions at the 
entrance to the harbour, nor the patrolling craft 
outside were w the state of strength and 
efficiency they should have been The 
Admiralty had learned the lesson that nothing 
must be taken for granted 0 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER S 

{Continued) 

Reviewing the progress of the war at sea Mr 
Churchill reported the destruction of the sub- 
marine " Oxley " by an accidental explonon 
which it was inadvisable to mate public at the 
time Tou r officers and forty nine ratings lo^t 
their lues 

The loss of mercantile tonnage at sea Mr 
Churchill said m the first two months of war 
was only one third of one per cent , and com- 
parison of cargoes lost and enemy contraband 
seized showed over loo ooo tons in our favour 
On a conservative estimate, between two and 
four German submarines are destroyed everv 
w eeh and perhaps tw o more added A long and 
unrelenting struggle lies before us and con 
turned losses may be expected but wc can face 
the future with confidence We are getting 
definite mastery of the U boat attach 

In an unexpected speech at Munich to night 
Herr Hitler furiously attached Britain Shortly 
alter he left the b^er hall where the meeting was 
held there wa» an explosion and several h\ os 
were lost 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

nro DAY S report is that eight people were 
lolled and sixty three injured in the Mun ch 
explosion Nazi spokesmen, put the blame for 
it on Britain and threaten an intensification of 
the war on this country 
Meantime there are further indications of 
intention to attach— or at any rate, prepara- 
tion for attack — on Holland and Belgium 
There was an uglj incident near Venlo to night 
;6 
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German Customs offiaaK crowed the frontier 
and there was a 'hooting affray in winch a 
Dutchman was hilled. Se\ eral others were kid- 
napped and taken mto German territory 
Gout presented the Prime Minister from 
delivering ht> speech at the Mansion Hou^e 
to-day and it was read by Sir John Simon It 
said that the Government are consulting tie 
Dominions and our Allies about the rCpl) to the 
peace appeal made by Queen W ilhclmina and 
Kmg Leopold. “ In view of past experience ’ 
Mr Chamberlain u not v cry hopelul ol a satis- 
factory response from the German Chancellor * , 
but if a satisfactory settlement can be other- 
wise secured we do not want to continue the 
war a day longer than is necessary 1 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

TUTOLLAInD remains the centre of anxiety 
^ In German quarters designs on that 
country are disavoved and the Dutch officially 
discredit them but precautionary measures 
are being intensified. All Dutch army and 
police leave has been stopped river traffic is 
largely suspended , some districts are being 
evacuated (the ex Kaiser may have to leave 
Doom) and to night lighthouses on the coast 
are extinguished to avoid giving guidance to 
hostile aircraft Hooding may begin at the 
shortest notice 

The Admiralty icport that a small fleet 
auxiliary* — the Northern Rover * — has not 
returned from patrol and is given up as lost 
Tour officers and twenty three ratings are 
missing 



TENTH WEEK 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 

HTO-DAY, Armistice Day, had a peculiar 
^ significance. For the first time since the 
last war, there was no official commemoration 
at the Cenotaph, but wreaths were laid there on 
behalf of the Kifig and Queen and other 
members of the Royal family. 

Abroad, the French President, M. Lebrun, 
broadcast a message to the French people. In 
the war zone, the outstanding event is the 
continued massing of German troops on the 
Dutch frontier. 
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ELEVENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

HTHE British and Trench replies to the offer 
A of mediation by Queen Vilhelmina and 
King Leopold arc published to-day They are 
sympathetic but firm King George restates 
the Allies' purpose to free Europe from “ per- 
petually recurring fear of German aggression ’ 
— a fear winch is nowhere more manifest than 
m Holland and Belgium President Lebrun 
says redress of the injustices done to Austria 
Czecho- 5 to\ al la, and Poland and cfftclue 
guarantees for the future arc conditions of any 
durable peace 

This puts the onus on Germanv-— and Herr 
Hitler s reply has jet to come Meantime, the 
menace to the Low Countries is thought to have 
eased 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

nr HE first enemy bombs on British soil m this 
^ war crashed on the ShetJands during two 
ruds tins morning One empty house was 
damaged, some windows were broken, and deep 
craters were made on open land Some bombs 
fell in the sea, but no slup was hit 
An Admiralty commumqud reports the 
sinking of two German steamers one of 8000 
tons, the other of 6 000 tona They were inter 
cepted by British warslups and were found to 
be sinking when the crews left them After the 
crews had been rescued both ships were sunk 
to prevent them being a danger to navigation 
Sir Arthur Salter, M P , who had great 
official experience of shipping problems in the 
last war, has been appointed Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Slupping 


ELEVENTH WEEK 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 

A BRITISH destroyer has been sunk by a 
German mine The casualties include 
three officers injured, one rating dead, and 
thirteen injured 

On the Western Trent great patrol activity 
during the past day or two is reported German 
aircraft ha\c been making reconnaissance raids 
belund the Trench lines m order, it is suggested, 
to report on railway traffic. 

Two distinguished representatives of our 
Allies arc now in London >1 Faul Reynaud, 
the Trench finance Minister, is thscus^mg 
financial and economic problems with Sir John 
Simon and other members of the Cabinet 
General Sikorski, the new Polish Pnme Minister, 
and M Zaleski, the T oreign Minister, arm ed by 
air from France to-day, and had a long talk 
with Lord Hahfav dunng the afternoon 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

•jnrnXER lias curtly rejected the Bdgo- 
Dutch otter ot mediation On his instruc- 
tions von Ribbentrop has informed the Belgian 
Ambassador and the Dutch Minister in Berlin 
that " atter the blunt rejection of the peace 
move by Britain and 1 ranee, the German 
Government considered the matter dosed 
That was not the view taken at Brussels and 
The Hague They regarded the British and 
T rench replies as leaving the w ay open lor some 
constructive proposal by the German Govern 
meat Hitler has nothing to say 


ELEVENTH WEEK 

M Lcandcr" -was one oi the ships that put into 
Vigo when war broke out, and, owing to food 
difficulties, she was making a dash for home. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

TWYOST important to-day is the meeting of tire 
i7JL Allied Supreme War Council, held this 
time in London. Mr. Chamberlain, M. Daladier, 
and other Ministers were present. 

The co-ordination of economic effort decided 
on at the beginning of the war has now been so 
extended as to ensure common action by the 
two countries in these important fields: air, 
munitions and raw materials, o3, food, shipping,' 
and economic warfare. Import programmes 
will be drawn up jointly, and there will be no 
competitive buying in foreign markets. 

" By this means/’ says the official report of 
to-day's meeting, " arrangements have been 
carried into effect two months after the begin- 
ning ol hostilities for the organisation of a 
common action by the two countries which was 
only aelueved during the last conflict at the end 
oi the third year oi the war." 

Air raid warnings were sounded to-day in 
thirteen towns of South Lancashire, Cheslurc, 
and North Wales. An enemy aeroplane crossed 
the country for the first time and, when last seen 
was making for the Irish Sea. No bombs were 
dropped. 

Evidence of .Germany's internal troubles is 
the announcement in a Berlin communique that 
nine " intellectuals " have been shot at Prague, 
and the high schools and university there 
ordered to be dosed for three years. 



\A LVLKril WLLIC 


SATURD VY, NO\ EMUER 18 

A REPORT from Czccho Slotahn last m&ht 
lays rnpii* was hi e a city of tlic dead after 
the announcement of the nine executions Jt u 
<aid that M I mil Hacha, the first President of 
the Ctccli Protectorate is kept pri e oncr in his 
home near Prague in consequence of refusal to 
sipn a German me Initiation decree 
Tlie " New York Times ” hails yesterday a 
dca. ions of the Supreme War Conned as *'a big 
a ictory on the economic battlefield ” 
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IWLUTI! WLEK 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

TWE ordinary method? of enemy submarine 
having filled. they hive now turned to 
mine hying on (lie route ti -otl by Unfislt and 
neutral merchants ships off the East Coast 
I irst victim of t fii-5 barbarous warfare was the 
Dutch liner ** Simon Bolivar/* sunk ycMcrcby 
with i loss of life now estimated it about 140 
To-day, tlircc more ship* Ime been sunk in 
the wme way — one British, one Swedish, and 
one Italian The destruction of the Italian 
\ C"SCl with the loss of fiv c In cs, is an indication 
of the recklessness of this new campaign It 
i> said that the Germans arc using " magnetic 
mines which are too deep to be reached by 
imne-swccpers but arc drawn upward on (lie 
near approach of a steel hull 
The Germans arc saying of course, that the 
0 Simon Bolts ar ” was sunk by a British mine ; 
but only fools can believe that we should mine 
sea tracks marked out for our own as well as 
neutral «hips 

Latest reports put the number of Czech 
students shot by the Gestapo at 120* and 
thousands of Czechs arc said to have been 
transported to Germany Martial Jaw has 
been proclaimed m the Prague district 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

npHE number of ships sunk by mines of! the 
East Coast since Saturday' morning is now 
increased to eight, five of them neutrals 

es 
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Enemy aeroplanes were over the Tinmen 
estuary and part* of Essex and Kent Urn 
morning Anti aircraft guns were m action, 
and the raiders were chafed away by our 
patrol* 

It is announced that s.ncc the war b^gan 
3 oco ships Im e 1 ccn com oj ed and only «e\ t 1 
of them lost 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

npHE Navy’s mam reply to Germany s 
■^atrocious muie laying campaign vail be to 
sweep up the mines and to attach, the sub 
mannes that lay them But there is an oil cr, 
and it \\ as announced in the House of Commons 
tliu. afternoon by the. Prime Minister 

As a. reprisal for Germany s horrible breach 
of the Hague Convention, to which she herself 
was party, Britain wall seize German exports 
on the lugh seas , up to no v such exports 
earned by neutral \ essels have not been inter- 
fered with (The object of the exports, of 
course, is to obtain foreign exchange with 
which to finance purchases o\ erseas ) 

Up to this afternoon ten ships — six of them 
belonging to neutrals — have been sunk by 
enemy mines wnthm three days The latest 
victim is a big Japanese liner destroyed off the 
south east coast within sight of people ashore 
A German reconnaissance bomber was si ot 
down over the Kent coast near Deal this 
afternoon 

s? 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
[Continued) 

The Chancellor of the E\chequer announces 
two new Government securities — a further 
issue of National Savings Certificates, and 
3 per cent Defence Bonds The-e Sir John 
Simon said are quite separate from tl c coming 
“War Loan 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

/V ITER saying that the British (Mr Churchill 
of course) were responsible for the sulking 
of the Simon Bolivar the German Press 
and radio now tell another tale and chortle 
over the success of German mine laying off 
our East Coast Losses announced to-day 
include another Japanese ship and the British 
destroyer Gipsy — this so close in that 
many of the survivors swam ashore On the 
other side of the account is a German merchant 
ship destroyed by a British man-of war near 
Iceland and two submarines sunk by’ a French 
destroyer 

Enemy aircraft were over the estuary of the 
Thames this morning and again tlus evening 
v hen one of them was shot down into the sea 
by anti aircraft fire Shipping m tl e Shetland 
area was unsuccessfully attacked by <ix German 
machines which then swooped on a R k r 
seaplane lying at its moorings and set it on 
fire Seven men on board all escaped 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

r T i nE supcrionty of the Allies in th* air, of 
which there had already been muchev ulence, 
has never been so fully displayed as on the 
Western Front to-day when R A F. machines 
brought down seven enemy aircraft without 
losing any of their own irachmes 

Five were brought down by the Trench (who 
lost two machines) and two by the British (who 
suffered no loss) 

It is now reported that German seaplanes 
hav e dropped mines by parachute off the south 
cast English coast The loss of fi\ e more \ cssels 
is reported, including one neutral (Grech) It 
is suggested that one aim of this unrestricted 
mine warfare is to frighten neutral Powers, 
especially Holland and Belgium, into opposing 
the British blockade of Germany 


riUDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

ETHE great scale on wluch the Germans have 
been laying mines off the East Coast is 
indicated by the fact that zoo which had 
broken loose have already been washed up on 
the Yorkshire coast The sinking of two more 
«hvp&— one British, one Dutch— is reported 
Over twenty members of the Dutch crew are 
missing The aggregate loss of life from this 
cause during the past week is considerable 
So 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

(Continued) 

It is officially reported that the British 
cruiser " Belfast " has suffered injury from mine 
or torpedo m the E irth of Torth. She is already 
under repair 

Another U boat has been sunk by a French 
surveying vessel — the third within a day or 
two And although there ha\c been no large 
air engagements the Allied air forces have 
brought down nineteen enemy aeroplanes 
uitbm forty eight hours 

It is now stated that Mr Best and Major 
Stevens who w ere Indn ipped at Vcnlo, Hollan d, 
on November g and have been accused by the 
Germans of complicity in the 3Iumch bomb 
explosion, were on a perfectly lawful and, 
indeed, laudable mission Information bad been 
received of possible peace terms suggested by 
Germars of standing, and the two British 
agents had gone from The Hague to the Dutch 
border to see what the *' terms " were' There 
is still no sure knowledge of their fate 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

THE week ends badly for the Germans at sea 
'll is reported that the British and Trench 
navies, between them, have accounted for fne 
enemy slops, including three freighters m 
South American ivaters. 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

HTHE latest losses at sea include the armed 
merchantman “ Rawalpindi " (formerly a 
P and O liner) with the loss of newly all the 
officers and ship s company. The Polish lrncr 
' Pilsudski/ which has been under charter to 
the British Navy smee the outbreak of war, 
\\ as torpedoed off the British coast this momin 0 
Seven of the crew are unaccounted for and 
four are dead including the captain 

In an impressive world broadcast to-night, 
the Prime Minister denounced the enemy a 
barbarous practice of mdiscrimate mine laying 
“ You need have no fear," he said, *' that tins 
attempt will succeed Already we know the 
secrets of the magnetic mine, and we shall soon 
master it as we have mastered the U boat ' 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

npHE German pocket battleship ' Dcutsch 
■“■land, about which gossip ran not at the 
week-end is grimly m the news to-day It was 
her guns that sank the ** Rawalpindi" off the 
coast of Iceland 

Whatever else may happen, the story will 
remain one of the epics of the w"ir. The 
" Rawalpindi was on contraband patrol duty 
when she sighted an enemy ship Captain 
Kennedy recognised it as the " Deutschland * 

* * He knew, of course, that its armament vr is 

vastly superior — n inch guns against his own 
6 inch — but he refused to surrender and main 
tamed the unequal fight till all Ills gutis were 
. out of action and the whole ship was ablaze 
except the forecastle and the poop 
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A British crm..er then appeared and the 
e"cmy steamed awn) . About thirty sun v\ o^s 
are bduned to ha\e been picked up by a 
German ship Ele\ cn oil ers hav e been brought 
to a Bull h port by the ' Cl iUal ** 

* * * • 

TUESDAY, KO\ EMBER 28 

HPHE new *es«ion of Parliament w^s opered 
b) the King to-d iy, but wntho at the splen- 
dour of pomp and ceremony that always marks 
the occasion when their Majesties go to the 
House of Lords m time of peace The King s 
Speech was short, and. dealt exclusively with 
the war as did the debat on the Address that 
began shortly after 

One of our long range fighter patrols, seel mg 
mme-Hying ^planes lighted three at Borkum 
and attacLcd them with machine-gun fire 
Though engaged by heavy anti aircraft fire all 
.pur machines liave returned safely The 
distance to Borlaim and back is about 600 
miles 

Tlie reprisals on German sea borne exports 
announced last week, will come into force on 
Monday On and after that date outward 
bound goods that are German property or ol 
German ongin will be liable to 'azure and to 
be dealt with as the Prize Court directs 

Rationing of batter and bacon in this 

country — four ounces a head of each per week 

wall begin on January 8 Consumers are asked 
to ration sugar voluntarily — a pound for each 
person per week 



THIRTEENTH WEEK 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

npHE Russian Government has broken off 
diplomatic relations with Finland, anti 
M Molotoff, the Soviet Prune Minister 
announces that the Red Army must be ready 
for any eventuality In Washington Mr 
Cordell Hull has told the Press that the United 
States Government are ready to mediate 
between the two Powers 

In Holland which has suffered cruellj from 
Germany s indiscnmmate mine-laying ^ it 
announced that ‘ the shipping of the Nether- 
lands w ill carry on At the *ame time neutral 
correspondents in Berlin arc informed that 
broadcast nunc laying * is to be extended 
Two attempts to cross British north-cast 
coast defences were defeated this morning and, 
m single combat with a British machine, a 
German aeroplane v. as _brought down fi\c 
miles from the Northumberland shore. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

-jTOLLOWING closely on a conciliatory Note 
1 from the Tarnish Government, ^Russia 
attacked Tinland to-daj by land sea, and air 
Precisely what the mvadmg arm> has done I* 
not jet dear, but It is known that ports In the 
Gulf of Tinland have been bombed from the 
sea and that Helsinki lias sc\ era! times Lxxn 
attacked from the air In one raul on the 
capital this afternoon nunj cmlnw* wtre 

W 



thirteenth week 

killed and buildings set en fire. Late to-night 
it \ as announced that the Government had 
resigned. 

The Sovrt Gov eminent s aggression js 
denounced neatly cv eryubere* and non here 
more than m the United States \\l osc offer of 
mediation was curtly rejected by tire Rtw ion 
Government while T inland welcomed it Only 
to Germany can Russia look, for sympathy 
In the House ©l Commons the Prime 
Mmvder dep 1 erred this frcdi attack on a small 
independent nation said the Tnmr»h attitude 
had been nnprovocative from tlic l>cgmnm 0 
and tint th«* questions at issue did not jve> lfy 
war 

Tno Bntisb aircraft hate shot down a 
German Dom er seaplane — said to be one of 
the type winch has been broadcasting mineu 
off our east cotst 


TRIIkVY, DECET 1 BER 1 

A NEW Government has been formed at 
Helsml i and the Turns arc bravely 
resisting the Russian invasion It is officially 
stated to-night that they have taken 1200 
prisoners Other reports mention that many 
Russian tanks and aeroplanes have been 
destroyed Nobody doubts the valour of the 
Turns and they have almost universal syjm 
pathy m tlieir fight against the yistip .ware- 
powerful foe All towns m the danger zone 
arc being evacuated 



THIRTEENTH WEEK 

TIUDAY, DECEMBER 1 

( Continued ) 

Reports from Germany tell of growing dis- 
quiet there about the growth of Russian power 
in the Baltic. But it was of course. Hitler who 
started Stalm on the path of aggression 
" It is tragic ' President Roosevelt said 
to-day, * to see the policy of force spreading 
and to realise that wanton disregard for the 
law is still on the march ' 

Notice is gis en. by Royal Proclamation that 
men of the third age group m this country — 
those who arc now oser twenty and below 
twenty three — are liable to be called up lor 
military service and must register ne\t 
Saturday 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 

npHE Turns report local successes Their 
-“"terrun, with its sast stretches of forest 
lake and swamp, fas ours the land defence 
What remains to be seen is whether, under the 
rain of bombs on the towns, from air and sea 
the Got eminent wall be able to stand firm long 
enough for the am) to make full use of natural 
ads intagre 
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FOURTEENTH W EEK 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 

HTHE Royal Air Ibrce to-day made the most 
^ successful raid m the war up to now A 
strong formation of bombers attached German 
warships near Heligoland made direct lilts with 
heavy bombs shot down a Messersclunitt 
fighter — the only one they encountered — and 
all reached home again Tins is a remarkable 
break in the previous record of bombers 
invariably getting the worst of engagements 
with fighters 

Enemy submarines are having a bad time. 
To dav one was sunk in the North Sea with a 
single bomb from a British Coastal Command 
aeroplane Last night five officers and tlurtj 
eight members of the crew of a U boat dcs 
troyed in recent naval operations were landed 
at a Scottish port 

How one German submarine was destrojed 
is a rv idly described in a report tonight Ihc 
crew of a fishing smack saw her stealing along 
^ v the coast They reported it to the nearest port 
with the result that when the U boat ivas ncai 
her objective she was destroyed without 
inflicting any damage on her unexpected 
assailants 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 

TT ARGE parts of J inland arc snowbound or 
rapidly becoming So and the rcmarl able 
mobility of the Finnish sin battalions is for tf c 
lime of great \ alue to the defence Where 
tlic encmj advance it is slow 1} and they have 
not 3 et made cffectn c contact w ith the fortif wl 
llannerhetm Line The heavy fall of snow J a* 
made air operations impossible 

Evacuation has been on such a large scale 
that only about 50000 people tire left «* 

9 # 
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HcUmW The Government arc still there anti 
meet in, a bomb-proof shelter 

The “ Doric Star " (Blue Star Line), on her 
way home from New Zealand and Australia, 
has been attached by a German raider— 
believed to lie the " pocket ** battleship 
*' Admiral Schccr” — and in presumed to have 
been sunk. The German radio says it was in 
tlic South Atlantic 

The King landed in France to-daj and wall 
Visit the zone occupied by British troops 


TUESD VY, DECEMBER 5 

IT ORD HALIFAX made an important speech 
in the House of Korda tins afternoon on 
British war purposes In the mam they are 
(i) that people w ho liav e been depnv cd of their 
independence should rccov er their liberties , 
and ( 2 ) that Europe should be dein crcd from 
the fear of German aggression He applied to 
the United Kingdom the statement made by,* 
M Daladier a few days ago that, on those 
conditions, France would lay down her arms 
when she could treat with a Government whose 
signature could be trusted 

American sympathy with T inland was 
further shown to-day, when President Roose- 
velt said that if its Government makes the 
annual debt payment to the United States 
next week it wall be paid into a suspense 
account, and that when Congress meets he will 
propose that not only this payment but those 
for the past four or five years shall be used for 
the benefit of the Furnish people 
It is announced that the production of 
munitions in this country has been doubled 
dtfetreg past sik tacaths and wifi 6e tfouMetf 

again during the coming six months 



FOURTEENTH UEEIv 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Ty/TR CHURCHILL gave to the House ol 
- L ^ JL Commons a heartening report on the war 
at sea The destruction of U boats proceeds 
normally — from two to four a week, it is 
believed that the number last week was fire 
A thousand of our merchant ships hare 
already been armed for self-defence One 
consequence is that the enemy submarines find 
it cas er to attack neutral shipping than British 
and Trench vessels While neutral losses have 
increased our josses have diminished m 
November a quarter of a million tons of 
merchandise entered or cleared from British 
harbours for eaery thousand tons lost 
The magnetic mine was not a surprise 
indeed said Sir Cburdull counter measures 
were far advanced before the first of them was 
laid in Bnti h waters 

The Finns have received aircraft from abroad 
including fifty machines from Italy It is 
understood that c ome fighter aeroplanes 1 aae 
been secured from this country as well as 
other war material 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 

HTHE best news of the week was pun to ll e 
.-“-House of Commons by Mr Oliter Stan! y _ 
wlcn he saul that the figures for November 
will probably show a rise of fifty per ctnt in 
the valie of exports or a total about equal 
to that of last August In the war of 1914 I s 
it was nearly two years before the pre-war 
lc\cl was regained 
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There was air fighting in the North Sea 
today. Ten enemy aircraft which approached 
the coast were driven off and some of them hit. 
Yesterday two enemy seaplanes (Dormers) were 
engaged and damaged, one so severely that it 
was unlikely to get home. 

Italy is reported to be concerned about 
suspected Russian designs against Rumania 
and the Balkans. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 

HTHE destroyer " Jersey " was yesterday 
^-attacked by a submarine and damaged but 
was able to reach harbour. Two officers and 
eight ratings arc missing and twelve ratings 
injured, late to-night it is reported that the 
submarine lias since been sunk. To-day two 
U-boats were bombed by coastal command 
aircraft and arc believed to have been destroyed. 

German reports again state that one of their 
reconnaissance machines has reached London. 
Like other similar statements by the enemy, 
this is false. 

In the Finnish war, hard fighting is reported 
on the Karelian isthmus; the Finns have 
counter-attacked with vigour ; and cn other 
fronts Russians advance very slowly. Mean- 
time, Sweden is violently assailed in a German 
semi-official Note, 

The Soviet Charge d’ Affaires in Bucharest 
has assured the Government there that Russia 
has no intention of threatening Rumania, or of 
occupying Bessarabia or the mouth of the 
Danube. 



TOURTEENTH WEEK 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 

'|E>RITISH warships on patrol near Iceland 
^have captured a German steamer which 
was pretending to be Russian This is the 
Navys nineteenth prize, but, in addition, 
seventeen other enemy merchantmen hate 
been accounted for, most of them being scuttled 
to at oid capture On the other side of the 
account, it is reported that the British steamer 
" Brandon " has been torpedoed and stink of! 
the West Coast with the loss of nine lit cs 



FIFTEENTH WEEK 


^ ^ -5> ^ ^ <&■ ^ <S* •«£? jT* 



FIFTEENTH WEEK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 

npHE King arrived in London from France 
1 after four days with the British and French 
armies there, Yesterday he was conducted 
over a sector of the Maginot Line by General 
Gamelin, and from a vantage point near the 
British advanced posts looked into enemy 
territory. Everywhere the King had an 
enthusiastic reception. 

The British units who are in line with tuc 
Trench on the German frontier are base on 
field fortifications of the Maginot Line, b 
they do not garrison the underground works, 
which are manned by specially trained or r 
troops. Our men have already been m contact 
with the enemy, but without casualties. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 

rrpHE Finnish delegate to the League of 
* Nations put the case for his country before 
the Assembly at Geneva this afternoon. I 
was heard with full sympathy and, hterfflj 
day, a resolution was passed calling on RU-- 
to cease hostilities and accept the mediation 
the league. It was on the suggestion 
British delegate, Mr. R. A. Butler, that the 
Assembly decided to ask the Soviet Go^ eminent 
to reply within twenty-four hours. 

Last week’s losses of British merchant n™ 
totalled 33 518 tons, the highest total since the 
first two weeks of the war. 
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TUESD VY, DECEMBER 12 

TPIIE League’s offer of mediation Ins been 

rejected by the Russian Government and 
the attack on E inland is being hard p-cs*cd. 
According to a Finnish official report, there la 
severe fighting along the whole line on the 
Karelian Isthmus 

Sir Jolm Simon reported to the House of 
Commons a comprehensive agreement for 
financial co-operation by Britain and Trance 
The rate of exchange between the pound and 
the franc is to remain unchanged during the 
war, neither Government will raise a foreign 
loon or credit except m agreement with the 
other , and the two countries arc to share 
expenditure in giving assistance to other 
countries and maintaining the armed forces 
of their Tohsh ally 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

A ITER questions td-day the House held a 
‘ ra ‘ secret sitting for the discussion of the 
organisation of supplies for the Forces 

There is a new development in the defence 
against the indiscriminate mine laying cam- 
paign The Air Ministry announce^ that 
RAT security patrols (this term now appears 
for the Erst time) were continuously maintained 
over German mine laying aircraft bases m the 
Heligoland Bight last night Our aircraft 
operated over the islands of Sylt, Borkum, and 
Nordemej , and kept up their watch in spite 
ol considerable anti aircraft fire 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 

UTHERE was exciting news early this morning 
Tfie enemy " pocket " battleship " Admiral 
Graf Spec ’* was chased into Monte Video 
harbour at midnight by British warships 
which, in spite of inferior gun power, had 
inflicted great damage on her 
The 6-mch-gtin erm«er " Aja\ *' made the 
first contact mth the 11 inch gun enemy ship 
about si\ o’clock j'esterday morning, and was 
coon joined by the cruisers ,, X\cter*‘ {S-indi 
guns) and “ Achilles " (6-mch guns) Though 
they were all within range of the enemy’s fire 
before their own guns could be effective, they 
at once attacked ’flic "Exeter** received 
damage which so reduced her speed that she 
wras forced to drop out of the fight, but the 
two others kept it up throughout the dtv, and 
at last the " Gnf Spec' — ' the pndc of the 
German navy "—fled and took refuge in tl c 
inner harbour of the Uruguayan capital 
Messages from there show that she Ins hem 
badly battered There arc great gaping hole, 
in her hull, and the control tower appears to 
have been put out of action Tlurtj -six dead 
and sixty seriously wounded were taken adion 
Six captains of British merchantmen, cap- 
tured or sunk by " Graf Spec." and iiftj-^ix 
otlrr British prisoners, were on board and 
the Uruguay Government is liberating tlrm 
A notable success i«, reported aho from ll e 
North Sea Vestmlay ti British submarine 
was mocked at in Germany for fitting tic 
" Bremen " pass her without attack thoi 1* 
tfie " sink at sight '* practice Is alien to Bnti h 


rirrrxNTH week 

tradition and pohc> Earl} tins mommg the 
Admiral!} reported that the same submarine 
had sunk a U boat and torpedoed an enemy 
cruiser 

During the hot fighting in the air over the 
Heligoland Bight last night four Messcr^chmitt 
fighters and three of ours were shot down 
The British destrojer u Duchess * has been 
sunk in collision with another -vessel of tiic 
Fleet, and it is feared that 120 lives have been 
tost 

The Assembly of the League of Nations 
passed a resolution to-day expelling Russia 
from membership of the League In the Hou«e 
of Commons Mr Chamberlain said that before 
the question, was raised at Geneva the British 
Government had decided to permit the immed 
late delivery to Finland of a number of fighter 
aircraft , and they wall sanction the supply of 
other material of which Finland is in need 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 

MESS-N.GE to-TUght from Monte Video 
says the * Graf Spec has been ordered 
to leave the port vnthin seventy two hours 
The crew arc reported to be patching up the 
damage as w ell as they can and fuel lias been 
taken in from a German tanker 
Tor tiic tlurd rught in succession security 
patrols have kept watch over the mine la} mg 
bases in the Heligoland Bight Enemy sea 
planes observed at moorings were bombed bat 
no fighters went up to attack the British 
maclunes which all returned safely 
107 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 

(Continued) 

The Finnish Foreign Minister has broadcast 
to the Russian Foreign Minister an offer to 
reopen negotiations But he says that any 
design to annex Finland anil be resisted to the 
last 1 the Finns mil net cr submit to a foreign 
joke 

The Prime Minister flew to France tins 
morning and will spend a few days with the 
British Expeditionary Torce 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 

HPHE British cruisers which arc waiting for 
the Graf Spee outside Uruguayan terri 
tonal waters have it is reported receded 
reinforcements whtch include ship-, of much 
heaucr gun power 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 

HpHE " Graf Spec ' came to an inglorious end 
to night. Just before eight o clock local 
time (say, n 15 Greenwich), she left the 
harbour of Monte Video to which she fled three 
nights before and, five miles from the shore 
was ignommiously scuttled Captain Langs- 
dorff or Herr Hitler for lum had had to decide 
between internment for the duration of the 
war or fighting again or suicide One or the 
other decided to smk the pride of the German 
Navy* 

Most of the crew were transferred to the 
German ship Tacoma before the ‘Graf 
Spec moved towards open sea followed by 
a procession of her own launches Hundreds 
of thousands of people watched from the 
shore , just outside tern tonal waters a British 
cruiser was waiting The great ship was blown 
up and set on fire and wlnt remains of it is 
sunk m the shallow water of the middle of the 
estuary There is no sure information as to the 
fate of the captain 

The casualties on H3IS Exeter are 
officially announced five officers and fifty -six 
ratings hilled three officers and twenty ratings 
wounded 

In a minor engagement on the Maginot Line 
there were the first casualties, but very few, 
among British troops 


MONDAY, DECEMBER IS 

HpWELVE hours after the sinking of the 
A Graf Spce another resounding blow at 
the German Navy was announced this time 
by the submarine " Ursula 
Her exploit is one of the most remarkable in 
he annals of undersea w arfarc She penetrated 
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t highly fortified and thicllj mi-ed area at tl c 
mouth of the Ubc, pas-ed six protecting 
destn^ers and torpedoed and sank a cruise*- of 
the Koln class It is only a few dap ago — 
last Thursday— that another British submarine 
(the one that let the M Bremen " go b>) sanl 
a. U boat and as re were then told, torpedoed 
a cruiser m the “North Sex 

In an impressive broadcast to-ntglit , Mr 
Qiurcluli added to onr knowledge of the«c 
signal successes " British submarines/ lie 
remarked “have had the best week 1 can 
remember in this or the last war * He named 
the one I have just mentioned it ms the 
*' Salmon " Mr Churchill said she torpedoed 
two 6ooo-ton cruisers which will be out of 
action * for many a long month ’ 

Mr Churchill stole a march on the news 
papers with one other stirring announcement 
The First Division of the Canadian Army has 
arrived in Ergland and wall have intensive 
training here before going to France 

There was a fierce air battle in. the Heligoland 
Bight j esterday RAT bombers seeking 
enemy warships were attacked by enemy 
air emit and lost seven machines but they shot 
down twelve Messerschmitts — about half the 
fighters engaged 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 

ITT now known that the Uruguay Govern 
merit was not acting alone when it decided 
that the Graf Spee must leave Monte Video 
at the end of three days or be interned Repre 
sentatives of eleven American Governments— 
including the United States— had conferred and 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
{Continued) 

agreed on a united front After hearing of tins 
Herr Hitler — it is admitted in Germany that 
the decision was lus — ordered that the ship 
should be scuttled 

The officers and crew of the Graf Spec 
numbering 1039 arrived at Buenos Aires 
yesterday, and are to be interned by the 
Argentine Government 
More scuttling ! The 32 000 ton North 
German Lloyd lmer Columbus, the tlurd 
largest German ship was self -destroyed off the 
Virginia coasLto-day to avoid capture 
The Russians are intensifying the pressure on 
Tmland using larger forces including some of 
better quality than those hitherto encountered 
by the Finns 

Having completed his tour of the lines held 
by theFrench and British armies Mr Chamber 
lam vent on to Pans where he attended a 
meeting of the Supreme War Council Later in 
the day he returned to London by air 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

(jpAPTAIN LANGSDORIT was tins mommg 
^ found dead at Buenos Aires he had shot 
hunself His friends say that he was stricken 
with grief for the sinking of the Graf Spee 
He earned out the instructions of the Fuehrer, 
but when it was done he had no wash to hie 
Responsibility for his death lies at Hitler s door 
Since the loss of the Graf Spec the 
Germans have been attacking defenceless fishing 
craft m the North Sea Already this week 
thirty five vessels ha\e been attacked onlv 
three of them naval units In one case of 
which details have been published the> not 


ua 
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only machine-gunned a trawler's crew but 
attacked them again when they were getting 
away m a small boat, and jet again when 
another trawler was picking them up 
German propaganda also is sinking to still 
lower deptlis of infamy The official News 
Agency in Berlin \esterday printed an alleged 
cablegram from Monte Video which said that 
British sailors spat on the coffins of the dead 
seamen of the ** Graf Spec,’* made cat-calls 
during the funeral, and threw a dead dog on 
the grates immediately after. These arc lies, 
of course The truth is that British seamen 
placed a wreath on the grave and paid manly 
tnbutc to the memory of brat e foe men 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 

HTHE Tlnns arc fighting talorously and arc 
-“-skilfully led In the north the Russian 
adtancc on Kenujam. and the railway from 
Sweden has been repelled and the invaders 
driven back more than twenty miles On the 
Karelian Isthmus persistent Russian attacks 
in strong force have been held Air raids on 
Finnish towns have been resumed , Helsinki 
was bombed twice to-day 
Since the war began 870 000 tons of goods 
intended for Germany have been detained by 
the Allied Contraband Control Germany's 
loss, however, is much greater than that figure 
indicates for the greater part of the imports 
she normally receives horn oversea are not 
now shipped 

Rationing of coal, gas and elcctnaty is 
suspended owing (the official statement says) 
to the substantial economy practised by the 
piio’uc. 
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r RID AY, DECEMBER 22 

A FTER bemg hard pressed by the Russians 
on the Karelian Isthmus for more thin a 
fortnight, the Finnish forces on the Mannerheim 
Line are strong enough to take the initiative 
and they counter attacked to-day with great 
effect The Russians made many thrusts north 
of Lake Ladoga but all failed. In the north 
the frost and snow are too much for the Soviet 
forces who are retreating with all possible 
speed. 

It looks as if the Finns hate got a respite 
which may enable aid to reach them m tune 
for effective use M. Daladier said in the French 
Chamber to day We have done our duty 
to Finland m no halfhearted manner and we 
shall continue to do it 
Air activity is now continuous m tbe North 
Sea British patrols are reported to have 
bombed German warships Enemy attempts 
to penetrate British coastal defences have all 
faded 


SATURDAY, DECE1VIBER 23 

A REPORT via New Tork says tbe entire 
German fleet has left Hamburg that part 
of it headed for the Baltic and the other part 
for the North Sea 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 


HTHIS was the quietest Sunday for many 
weeks — no important war news from any 
quarter 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 

TMTUCH the most interesting event to-day was 
^ the King s broadcast to the people of the 
Empire It is our love of peace he said that has 
given them a unity unknown in anv previous 
war We feel in our hearts that we are fighting 

■against wickedness and tins conviction will 
give us strength from day to day to persevere 
un til vict oiy is assured He spoke o £ the N avy 

— all the men of our Empire who go down to 
the sea in ships — and of the Royal Air Fome 
which m co-operation with the Navy is our 
sure shield of defence The King had greeting 
aKo for the British Expeditionary' Force wait 
mg now but when the moment comes for action 
they will prove themselves worthy of the high 
est traditions of the Service 
, The Mother Country cm net er be sufficiently 
grateful for the offers of help from all parts of 
the Empire Such unity m ami and m effort 
has never been seen in the world before The 
cause for which they and onr Allies are fight mg 
is the cause of Christian civilisation 
The Royal message was heard well m all 
parts of the Empire and in many foreign lauds 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26 

TTTNDISMAYED by frequent air raids (even 
^ on Christmas Day), the Finns arc defending 
their homeland whVj a courage and military 
skill that are admired everywhere except in 
Russia; for even the Germans, perhaps, are 
secretly rejoicing in the serious setbacks that 
the Soviet armies have suffered in the past few 


days. 

Most important is the stubborn stand on the 
Karelian Isthmus where, during several weeks, 
the Russians have made strong attacks on the 
Mannerheim Line with uniform failure and 


heavy losses in men and material. North of 
Lake Ladoga the Finns have crossed the 
Russian frontier. On other fronts they lave 
cither advanced or are holding their own. 

At a south coast port warm welcome was 
given to the fust contingent of the Australian 
R A F. to reach this country. They are a fine 
lot of joung men, already trained and eager for 
active service. 


The report is issued to-day of a remarkable 
address by the Pope to the College of Cardinals 
on Christmas Eve He denounced aggression, 
declared the right of small nations to inde- 
pendence, and spoke of reparation for injuries 
done in language that Hr Chamberlain or Lord 
Halifax might have used In contempt for 
freedom and human life, the Pope said, there 
had been “ acts which cry for the vengeance of 
God.” 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27 

A REPORT from Moscow tint 30 coo 
Russians have been killed in Finland is 
bclieted by obscrv ers with the Finnish army to 
be an understatement General December lias 
aUo inflicted heavy punishment, for the Sonet 
forces arc ill-equipped to endure the severe 
weather that has now set in In the extreme 
north, snow has stopped Russian operations 
But attacks on the Mannerheim Line by 
large forces of infantry and tanks arc stiff con 
tmued, and the fighting is fierce Heavy rein- 
forcements of artillery are reported to lnve 
been brought up by the Russians The Finns' 
need for war material is urgent 
Wintry weather has not lessened the 
acii titles of British aircraft in the North Sen 
alike in defence of commerce and m attack on 
German aeroplanes and naval vessels wherever 
they are found To-day three enemy bombers 
and a patrol ship were damaged 
A Trench official report mentions that one of 
their destroyers, " Sirocco/’ has accounted for 
three U boats m less than a month 
The most interesting announcement to night 
ia of the landing of Indian Army units during 
the past few days at a French port They wall 
loin the British Expeditionary Force 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28 

jJT is announced by the Ministry of Food that 
sugar and meat arc to be rationed — sugar as 
from Monday , January S, the date on which the 
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rUionmg of butter and bacon and ham uiU 
begin By tlcn consumers arc c\pected to 
register with the retailer they prefer for meat 
supplies The date on which meat rationing 
Mill begin has not yet been fired , it wall not be 
before the end of January 
The sugar ration will be three-quarters of a 
pound a week for each person 
It is announced by the Admiralty that H M 
trawler " Loch Doon " is overdue and must lx 
presumed lost Tlic crew numbered fourteen 
Snow is falling over the British zone on the 
Western Front 


TRIDAY, DECEMBER 29 

/V BRITISH battleship was torpedoed } ebter 
day aftemoon(thc Germans say off the wev 
coast of Scotland) and suffered some damage 
though able to reach harbour under her o vi 
steam Four men of the crew arc missing pre 
sumably dead and one seriously injured 
From Helsinki comes the news tliat Finnic] 
troops ha\c cut the railway running betwee 
Leningrad and Murmansk which came 
supplies to Russian forces in the far north t- 
the war area There are reports also of 
mutiny among Soviet troops in the Silla 
section of the Arctic front Fieroe fighting is 
mentioned between Russian infantry detach 
ments The censorship on foreign corre^pon 
dents messages lias been rcimposed by the 
Moscow Government 
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miDAY, DECEMBER 20 
(Continued) 

It is Saul that the cost o£ keeping German 
ships m foreign ports is, in the aggregate c o 
large that they base been ordered home A 
British cruiser is reported from Rio de Janeiro 
to have captured one of them the S 500-ton 
Bahia Blanca tv Inch had left with a full 
cargo 

Within the next day or two it is expected 
that a R03 al Proclamation \ ill be issued calling 
upon men of twenty three to register for military' 
service Not all of them of course will go into 
the Army, for the needs of industty must be 
met 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30 

JV FRENCH warship has sunk a U boat off 
the coast of Spam Our ally s Navy is 
giving a remarkably good account of itself 
In a New Tear proclamation Herr Hitler 
Bays Before us lies the hardest battle for the 
existence or non-existence of the German 
people 
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morning and dropped two bombs ; one of the 
enemy machines is telicied to lme been 
brought down. At the same time, some 130 
miles off the cast coast of Scotland, three 
British aircraft engaged two twin-engined 
Hunkel machines, shot one into the sea and 
damaged the other 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 


HTHREE RAF. bombers flew o\er the North 
-^-Sen to-day looking for enemy ward ups. 
Near the German coast twelve Messcisclvmitt 


long range fighters swooped down on them 
Tliongh so heavily outnumbered — and bombers 
are handicapped in combat with fighters — our 
aircraft gave battle, diot down one of the 
Messersclimitts and drove down two others. 


vhich, says the official report, " are likely to 
have been lost” One British machine \vns 


shot down and another is missing ; the third 
returned home safely. 

The German ship " Tacoma,” which has been 
at Monte Yideo since the scuttling of the ” Graf 
Spec,” was yesterday given the option of going 
to sea or being interned She refused to face 
the British cruisers lying outside temtonal 
waters, and will be detained by the Uruguayan 
Government for the duration of the war 


Ice has made the Danube unnavigable, and 
it is expected to remain so for two months A 


great part of Germany's imports from south- 
east Europe normally pass up this waterway, 
and there must be a big reduction m supplies 
for the rest of the winter. The position is made 
worse by the fact that German seaborne 
imports from Biilgana, Rumania, and Jugo- 
slavia are now’ stopped by the British and 
Trench blockade 
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was done except a little by falling slirapnel 
Enemy machines were oxer Kent towns and 
ullages, the Thames estuary, and the Essex 
coast, and here also the defending gims were m 
action before the raiders were chased off 
British trade negotiations with neutral 
Got emments make steady progress 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 

COME parts of London are said to have 1 card 
^ the anti aircraft guns to day, but no raider 
came witfun sight or bearing and reports from 
other parts of the east coast say that all attacks 
w ere beaten off 

The attacks on undefended merchant men 
with bombs and machine guns arc continued 
with reckless disregard of the laws of sea w ar 
Indeed the enemy glory in it The Copenhagen 
“ Pohtiken * quotes from yesterday’s German 
newspapers a German airman’s account of 
attacks on two trading ships When a bomb 
struck one of them amidships he says, "we 
embraced each other trembling with joy * In 
another case the victims wirelessed for help but 
the Germans ignored the SOS and flew away 
British warships and aircraft, of course, do not 
sink trading vessels unless they are able to pro- 
vide for the safety of the crew 
I-arge Russian forces are fighting desperately 
near Salla m Finland s *' waistline * to prevent 
encirclement by the Finns They are said to 
hav c twenty divisions on this front The strain 
on the Finns is in one respect, increasingly 
heavy, for their small numbers must be fighting 
all the time and they can have no hope of 
exhausting, Russian matktjrLw.cx 



NINETEENTH' WEEK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 * 

mthe ranee of British reconnaissance flights 
T over Germany is now greatly widened. 
Last night R.A.F. machines ; were o«r Austrn 
and Bohemia as well as nortli-wet G^any. 
At the same time, the security patrols keep «P 
their nightly watch over the Heligoland Eigh , 
where their presence 1 * a check on the movement 
of mine-laying seaplanes. 
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TWENTIETH* WEEK 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 34 

npHE War Office announced shortly before 
midnight that leave from the British 
Expeditionary Force was temporarily sus 
pended This followed alarming reports from 
the Low Countries In both Holland and 
Belgium all mihtaiy leave was suspended and 
men on furlough recalled In Belgium between 
30 000 and 40 000 more men were called up 
and- motor % chicles and cars requisitioned 
The General Staff under the command of the 
King has tal cn ov er the direction of military 
measures In Holland also the defences are 
bemg tightened and there was an emergency 
meeting of the Cabinet at The Hague in tl e 
morrung 

The precautionary measures are attributed 
to movements of German troops near to the 
Dutch and Belgian frontiers A sinister 
significance is attached to the complaint bj the 
enemy High Command yesterdaj that a Dutch 
aeroplane had violated German territory 

Absolutely untrue replied the Dutch after 
official inquiry 

The reuird of the Bntish bombers survey 
flight o\er Southern Germany on Friday night 
lias made a great impression They flew a 
thousand miles and every machine returned 
safely to headquarters in Trance The 
Germans try to belittle the flight but Vienna 
and Prague where theR A F machines dropped 
leaflets cannot be deceived 


MONDAY, JANUARY 15 

■jpECLING in Belgium and Holland is a httle 
A easier to day though there is no weakening 
of precautionary measures The two countries 
arc in dose association and it is behev ed that 
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there will be common action if either is attached. 
Belgian defences are stronger and much better 
organised than in iqt-t- 
“ Tor tlie time being," leave from the BntMi 
Air Torres in Trance has been cancelled. 

Toiled on Jand, the Russians arc using 
hundreds of air bombers to raid Trnnish towns. 
Incendiary bombs are being freely used, and 
there is much damage to property, though tl e 
less of life from this cause is not large The 
Tinmsh ARP. report that last week tie 
Russians dropped more than 2,000 bombs on 
forty-two places outside the war zone. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 

r T'HE Admiralty reports the loss of three 
British submarines-" Seahorse,” " Undine,” 
and " Starfish.” They went to the highly 
protected Heligoland Bight ” on particularly 
hazardous service,” and have not reported or 
returned to their ba*cs Up to tins no British 
submarine had been lost by enemy action 
Reviewing the progress of the war when the 
House of Commons reassembled to-day, the 
Prune Minister mentioned the German practice 
of strew mg mines on. the high seas, careless of 
the consequences to innocent passengers and 
crews 4 This is already coming under control,” 
he said, "and we ha\e every confidence in 
being able presently to defeat it *' 

Mr Chamberlain made an interesting refer- 
ence to Palestine, ” where, despite an intensive 
drive by the German Ministry of Propaganda, 
the situation is now calmer than it has been for 
some jears” 


TWENTIETH WEEK 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 
(Continued) 

How British news is twisted in Germany 
was shown in a Munich broadcast It falselj 
cited the Sunday Times as stating that all 
Czechs in Great Britain of military age are 
liable to conscription in the same way as 
British subjects England said the announcer 
was forcing Europeans to be her mthtaty 
slaves The truth is of course that the 
British Government mahps no demand for 
military service on Czechs resident here It is 
the Czech authorities who are calling them to 
arms against Germany 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17 

A VERY interesting report was gw en to the 
House of Commons to-day by Mr Ronald 
Cross the Munster of Economic Warfare This 
is a new Department with a new technique 
and its operations up to now hat e been sink 
ingly successful Not only has our control of 
sea borne cargoes stopped the bulk of German 
exports but m countries not separated from 
Germany by sea we have been buying up 
vital goods (o prci ent tl cm getting into 
the enemj s ) ands 

And while German exports bar e been largely 
stopped our own continue to expand Tl c 
total for December £40169000 was 7S per 
cent more than in November 
The strength of Britain s financial position is 
shown in Sir John Simon s announcement in 
the House of Commons that tl e per cent 
Comers on Loan 1940-44 wall be repaid on 
136 



twentieth week 

July i. Holders haye the choice between 
taking cash or converting the existing stock 
into a short-term loan at 2 pa cent. The 
saving on interest will be between £8,000,000 
and £9,000,000. 

Easing of the strain caused by the German 
menace to Belgium and Holland is shown by 
the fact that limited leave is restored in the 
British Expeditionary Force. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 18 

l^OR the second time, the Finns liave defeat ctl 
a powerful Russian attempt to ait the 
country's “waistline" by forcing their way 
across to the Gulf of Bothnia. The enemy is 
retreating, with the Finns in close pursuit. 

There arc reports that German troops arc 
now in the southern part ol Russian -occupied 
Boland ; and one suggestion is that the Soviet 
■ Government will transfer to Germany the oil- 
bearing district south-east of Lwow and not 
far from the Rumanian frontier. The oil wells 
suffered much damage during the Polbh 
retreat in September. 

. More neutral ships have been mined or 
torpedoed in the North Sea. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 19 

QERMANY is suffering from the liold-np of 

transport due to the i reczing q{ the ^ 

nvers. The Danube was closed to traffic w ech s 
ago. and now it is reported that the RJune is 

’Sf ■’•'“'P 1 
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Friday, January 19 

[Continued) 

Meantime, there is news of a shortage of raw 
materials in Germany Textiles and leather 
arc specially mentioned All stocks of Jeather 
are needed for the army, and substitutes are 
being used for civilians’ footwear 

There also appears to be a scarcity of news , 
and the German News Agency drops to the 
level of reporting that the Admiralty has closed 
the port of Liverpool to all shipping l The 
story is, of course, entirely fake 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 

TO CUTER reports a thrilling air combat 
between a French fighter and a German 
machine which was first seen between Calais 
and the Belgian border It was pursued across 
the Channel, engaged not far from the English 
coast, and so badly damaged that, after a 
desperate effort to get away, it crashed close 
to the French shore 


i33 
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TWENTY -FIRST WEEK 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 

A BRO AD as well as at home Lord Halifax's 
•**" speech at Leeds yesterday and Mr 
Churchills broadcast here have received great 
attention Specially noted is the Foreign 
Secretary s memorable saying that he would 
a hundred times sooner be dead than hv e in a 
world under Nazi domination 

Mr Churchill spoke of the German menace 
to small neutral nations and said that the war 
would be shortened if they all did their duty 
under the Covenant and stood together with 
the British md Trench Empires against 
aggression and wrong It is understood that 
Mr Churchill rvas speaking for himself and that 
lus words must not be interpreted as "a British 
Government " appeal ' to neutrals 
H M destroy or “ Grenv die ** has been sunk 
by mine or torpedo in the North Sen Eight 
men are known to Im e been killed and ^event} - 
three are missing , uS officers and men lnve 
been landed 


MONDAY, JANUARY 22 

COME trouble with neutrals is being caused 
^ by the interception of contraband by the 
Allies The Japanese Government have pre- 
sented a Note to our Ambassador in Tokyo 
protesting against the action of a British 
cruiser in removing twenty -one Germans from 
n Japanese liner and calling for * full and valid 
explanation prornptlj * Hie Tokyo case is 
based on the fact that the men v ere not in tl c 
active services of German) , but the British 
claim the right to take Germans of military 

Ho 
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*emce age Tl * captain o! tl c Japarc*c hrcr 
mad* no conphmt, sayirg " tl e Germans were 
contraband ** 

Smaller neutral States dislike Mr. Churchill $ 
Saturday broadcast with its hint tlmt reulnls 
should help to shorten tl * war by making 
common cause with the Alhes Tlic Amsterdam 
** Telegraaf ' tells lum to address lus “ appeal *' 
to Ihe b*g neutrals 

A broadcast from the Vatican scathingly 
denounces German mhunaml) in Poland — "cme 
more grievous affront to the moral conscience 
of mankind “ 


tuesdvy, January 23 

A MOTHER British destroj er— II M S 
“ Exmouth * — has l>cen sunk by mine or 
torpedo, and it is feared, the Admiralty says, 
that there arc no survivors llcr ccmp'cment 
was 175 She is the fifth destroy cr to be lost 
since the war began 

General Herlzog made an amazing speech 
m the South African Parliament to-day when 
he introduced a motion declaring that the war 
with Germany ought to lie ended He was 
Strongly pro-German, and declared that the 
Allies demand for the restoration of Poland 
was ridiculous General Smuts replied with 
great force, and moved an amendment affirming 
that South Africa " cannot contract a separate 
peace without losing its honour and sacrificing 
its vital interests " The debate was adjourned 


MI 
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WEDNTSDAY, JANUARY 24 

rfERRIBIX reports are being reem cd of the 
* savagery of the Germans in the part 
Poland they occupy The Vatican wireless 
station gives shocking details of the shooting 
of many priests and of insults to nuns Tron 
another quarter comes the report that after 
Polish criminals lnd killed two German nm 
commissioned officers large numbers of I 
were taken from their homes in the d stnet 
and a hundred of them machine-gunned the 

next morning t,., t 

In Poland the Russians are less savage t) 
any deficiency in brutality there is bang more 
than balanced by the methods of terror pu^ued 

by the Red airmen m Rutland ^^X^rross 
though plainly marked with the KedJ 
have been bombed Doctors and nurses were 
killed yesterday 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 


nrilD Russians are making desrKtrate efforts 
to wear down the Finns by ( 

man power and amtaments plus inffiscrumnam 

bombing from the air In their attempt 
the Mannerlicun defences attacks hate bcei 
made at many points and though they 
all been repelled fighting still goes on violently 
The mam efiort just now is to turn the Manner 
heim defences by getting round Lake L ^ 
on the north-east It is noted that the Russian 
forces now engaged include units ol D 
quality than those hitherto encountered 

In the House of Commons the Prime Minister 
was questioned about Lord Gort s state 
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that if F^tum tt attached the Franco- Rnti'iU 
guarantee wiU come into phy " with ligtitnmi; 
speed** Mr Chamb^lain replied that tl * 
qu^tian of ho v guarantee* to lklgurn can Iv* 
kept has receded the full attention of tie 
Go\ ernment 

It isofricnllj announced that Untish subject 5 
vl o Imc reached tl <* age of ti ent) three and 
arc not t%cnt) four must register for 
military service on Saturday, Fchnuarj 17 

Another aery mterrs mg announcement \V05 
made m the House of Commons to-da\ hj Sir 
lolm Anderson After consultation ruth the 
French Government, it lias been tkaded that 
summer time shall" begin tins jear on Sunday 
morning February 25 


TRIDAY* JANUARY 26 

A TOR a weel of continual fighting the 
Russian attacks north-east of Lake Ladoga 
are weakening Their losses Imc been scry 
hear} , and, though the Turns have again had 
mucli the best of it, the strain on tlieir smaller 
man power and more slender equipment is a try 
trjing Volunteers from many lands line 
reached them m considerable numbers as Web as 
aeroplanes and munitions but more help is 
sorely needed 

The German Government s fear of facts is 
shown by the widening of the ban on foreign 
broadcasts Listening to them — it was 
announced to-night — may be punished with 
death or ijexat s^vvtwde TV*** vflwo wh avp 
and pass on R A T leaflets are also liable to be 
shot There vs a large number of prosecutions 

*43 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 

(Continued) 

Specially welcome as showing that supplies 
are larger is the announcement that the bacon 
ration will, Iwginnmg on Monday, be increased 
from four ounces to eight ounces per person 
weekly. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 

HTO DAY S news from Finland is that the 
Russian forces north of Lake Ladoga are m 
a dangerous position, with their supply lines 
at the mercy of Finnish gunfire 


144 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 

TN Finland the Russian attacks north of Lake 
“*• Ladoga were weaker and on the Safia front 
they arc for the time kept « ithin their defensive 
line. In both regions they must be reinforced 
before taking the offensh c in dangerous 
strength again. That the reinforcements will 
be sent, nobody doubts. Swedish volunteers 
nrc giving the Finns timely aid ; but much more 
help is needed, munitions as well as men. 

A report authorised by Cardinal I bond, the 
Primate of Poland, and submitted to the Pope, 
describes JiornWe cruelties inflicted on the help- 
less Pales by they- new' German masters In one 
archdeaconry, fifteen priests were shot or other- 
wise done to death; the people arc being 
deported in largo numbers, and in conditions of 
shocking unhumanity ; and everywhere they 
arc being robbed of their money and other 
possessions* 


MONDAY, JANUARY 29 

<0 ERXfAN bombers today attacked shipping 
^*- jr off the Fast Coast on the largest scale yet 
attempted. Their number is put at fifteen or 
twenty, and they are known to have attacked 
nt^ least thirteen ships (including two light- 
ships) between the Shctlands and Kent. Ten 
bombs were dropped on a Latvian steamer on 
which seven men arc believed to have been 
killed. 

During the past few days live neutral ships 
have been sunk by German submarines without 
the slightest regard for the safety of the crews ; , 
. many lives were lost. Three of the ships were 
Norwegian, one Danish, and one Latvian, 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 

A G \IN to-dav, enemy bombers — said to 
“^number about twenty — attacked unarmed 
vessels along nearly the whole length ol the 
East Coast of England and Scotland One of 
the raiders was shot into the sea near the 
Northumberland shotc ; another is believed to 
liave been destroyed when approaching the 
Tirth of Torth The others fled when British 
fighters appeared 

The only survn or of the crew of one of tl e 
lightships attacked yesterday tells a sad story 
to-day One of nine bombs hit the v cssel and 
her deck was sprayed wath machine-gun fire 
The sev en members of the crew took to a small 
boat and when, alter rowing for many hours, 
they were so near to the shore as to hear the 
breakers, the boat capsized and six of the sea en 
were drowned 

The War Office issued to-night the first list 
of casualties m the British Expeditionary Force 
It totals 75$, of whom 710 died, twenty four 
were wounded, one was missing, and thirteen 
killed The list cov ers the period from the out 
break of war till December 31 The death rate 
is only a little above that ruling before the war 
It is seven years to-day since Hut Hitler 
became German Chancellor He usually cclc 
brates the anniversary by a speech to a special 
session of the Reichstag but that was not held 
to-da\ , and nobody knew that he would speak 
at the Sports Palast this evening till late in the 
afternoon. Wider publicity, it is suggested 
might ha\e endangered the Tuehrers safety 
The speech was one of las poorest 



TWI NTY SI COND WEI K 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 

^riin PRIME MINISTER printed % cheer 
ing rcjwirt ol tht progress ol the Mr at a 
luncheon Riven m hn honour h y the National 
IMtnee 1’id he Interest Committee ttxhj He 
gate earliest news of the first enemy sub- 
marine attack for a long time on a British 
convoy one ship Mas sunk but the XJ boat 
Mas dcstro)cd by naval ami air forces Some 
German survivors were rescued by Iindsli 
warships 

Mr Chamberlain $ review of tie work of 
the Navy and Air lorvc ami of the great 
growth of the Arm> — t 250 000 men now under 
arms— was impressive 1 reparations on the 
economic ami industrial side were equally 
imposing 

fhcrc was a tactful reference- to tie dispute 
with Japan about the interception of Japanese 
ships Of neutrals generally tic Prime 
Minister sai 1 ll c> mast decide thur course of 
action for themselves but he asked them to 
remember that though we may have caused 
them inconvenience or loss we bad never sunk a 
neutral ship or wittingly sacrificed a snglc 
neutral life 

Sir Jolui Simon announced m the Hou=c of 
Commons that £1 000 000 a week is being pro- 
aided by the Exchequer to check increase in 
the cost of hung This is in addition to the 
subsidies on wheat flour milk and meat 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

JJTR CHAMBERLAIN S speech of jester 
XVJL day has been well received in neutral 
countries which were restive last week about 
Mr Churchill $ broadcast Tokyo reports say • 
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that th*» Pnne Minister 3 reference to Japan is 
helping to create the right atmosphere fer con* 
‘uleraiicn of the depute with us atout contra 
band 

A Labour notion for the appointment of a 
Minister of W r ar Economy with a 'eat m the 
War Cabinet was rejected in the Hou'c of 
Commons 

The Prime Minister mforn ed the House of 
the machinery set up for the supreme directio i 
of the war The Committee of Imperial Defence 
is merged m the \\ ar Cabinet organisation ft! tat 
was don'* in the last war) There are now five 
mam groups of committees dealing with military 
operations and policy home policy civil defence 
economic policy and priority questions 


FIUD W , FEBRUARY 2 

TPHC Conference of the Balkan Entente 
*"■ representing Turkey Rumania Yugo- 
slavia and Greece began its meetings in 
Belgrade to-day It was agreed at once to con 
timie the Entente for another penod of seven 
3 ears Bulgaria is outside the organisation 
but she is on very good terms with Turkey and 
lias given a promise not to attack any other 
Balkan Power which is attacked from else- 
where 

It is a cheering sign that supplies of bacon 
and ham have lately been reaching this country 
so freely that prices will be reduced on Monday 
by an average of 2 d per lb As the result of 
rationing the consumption of sugar for all 
purposes is now only three-quarters of the 
peace consumption 


TWENTY-SECOND WEEK 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

npHERE was another German air attack on 
A shipping off the East Coast tins morning — 
and the raiders had the worst of it. One of 
them was shot down on tlie Yorkshire shore and 
crashed in a field ; another was brought down 
near an East Coast town ; and a tliird w as \ cry 
seriously damaged and may be unable to gel 
home. At several points on the coast people 
watched fights in the air. 
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TUrMY-THIRD MTCK 
SUNDAY, 1 rURUARY 4 

'T'HU RAT success ngafnst the Genmn 
^ lumbers off the East Const yntenhi was 
firmer thin reported ft is now bchcirxl tint 
four enemy machines were shot down 
Ptlkan solidintj is behoved to Imc been 
brought nearer by the Entente Conference 
which ended tn Belgrade to-da^ It n notalle 
I hat hit night the Jugoslav Iorcign Minister 
M Cmcar Markov itch pane credit to Italy 
lor her precious contribution to the mam 
teaance of peace m south-east Europe 
A new Anglo Turkish trade agreement was 
signed in London jesterdaj 


MONDAY ITDRUAR\ 5 

npilr I mns have achieved another notable 
success A Russian d\% lsion wortlvcast ot 
Lake I^adoga was isolated more than a week 
ago and its supplies cut off It has now been 
defeated with licivj loss 

The finest War Council meeting I have 
ever attended said SI Daladier after the fifth 
meeting of the Supreme War Council le!d mi 
I’ ans to-dai Mr Chamberlain Lord Halifax 
Mr Churchill Mr Oliver Stanlej and Sir 
Kings’ea W'ood were the British Ministers 

present 

At a conference with the executive committee 
of the Amalgamated Engineering Union Sir 
Ernest Brown outlined plans for a great increase 
of armaments production The committee 
undertook to give the Government all possible 
assistance in securing the necessary expansion 
f labour power 
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The Trench Minister of Marine M Cnmpmchl. 
said m Pans to-day that out of lift} fiv e German 
submarines which put to sea at the beginning 
of the war, at least fort} have been sunk 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

A SETTLEMENT of the dispute with Japan 
^ about the removal of twenty-one Germans 
from a Japanese ship by a Bnti c h cruder was 
announced by the Pome Minister to-day Nine 
of the Germans who after Inquiry are held to 
bo relativ ely unsuitable for military service 
are to be returned to the Japanese They on 
their pari have instructed Japanese shipping 
companies to refuse passage to an} one who is 
or is suspected to be in the armed forces of a 
belligerent count r} 

The Canadian Pacific steamer Beaverhum 
was torpedoed and sunk off the southwest 
coast of England }cste day Of the crew of 
seventy seven it is reported that seven ty six 
have been saved 

The Pnme Minister stated in the House of 
Commons that the Gov emment are considcnng 
the introduction of a Bill providing for the 
imposition of the death penalty in the most 
senous cases of leakage of information of 
possible use to the enemy 
Rationing of butchers ' meat wall begin on 
Monday March it The ration will be on a 
value bas s — is iod a week, for each person of 
over six years and half that amount lor children 
under six Small meat courses will be obtain 
able m restaurants without coupons Sausages 
meat l ics and edible offal wall be ration 
free 



TWENTY-THIRD WEEK 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

TTN spite of licavy losses, the Russians arc 
continually b ringing /resit forces to the 
attack on the Manncrhcim Line. Assaults follow 
m such quick succession that the Finnish troops 
liavc little opportunity for rest, and their 
resources in man-power do not_ permit ox 
frequent reliefs They are fighting with a 
valour that the world mil not forget 

The latest victim of German mines is the 
British and Irish Steam Packet Company's 
motor vessel "Munster," which has earned 
passengers between the two countnes. It left 
Belfast shortly before midnight, and was sunk 
in the early hours of this morning. Passengers 
and crew numbered over 200 and all were 
rescued, but twenty-one of them were injured. 

In the Union Parliament at Capetown, 
General Smuts said the Government would, » 
need arose, give assistance to British territories 
right up to the Equator. 

Compulsory school attendance is again to be 
enforced in evacuation areas as soon as school 
accommodation is available for full or half- 
time tuition, 

A Wlutc Paper issued to-night sets out the 
financial arrangement made between the Gov- 
ernment and the railway companies for the 
period of official control. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

TTN a report to the House of Commons on the 
progress of the war, Mr. Chamberlain paid 
special attention to Monday’s meeting ol the 
Supreme War Council. " The short and 
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sufficient answer,*’ he salt!, ” to every endeavour 
ot the enemy to sow dissension between us vs 
the phrase which I have heard so often on the 
lips of my French colleagues — ‘ Nous sommes 
U’accord."* 

The House liked the rrime Minister s plain 
language about German attacks on unarmed 
fishermen, merchant seamen, and even light- 
ships — ■” not war hut murder.” It only makes 
decent people more resolved to carry’ on the 
struggle “ until civilisation is purged of such 
wickedness/' 

The third contingent of the Canadian Active 
Service Army arrived at a West Coast port 
to-day and at once went to its concentration 
area. The voyage across the Atlantic was 
entirely undisturbed by the enemy. 

The Government plan to spend a million 
pounds a neck in order to prevent any steep 
rise in prices was subjected to some criticism 
in the House of Commons this evening, but it 
appeared to be generally approved. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

TPHE Admiralty announces a brilliant exploit. 

When a convoy was attacked a few days ago 
one destroyer sank two U-boats. In the air 
also there was a notable success this morning : 
one enemy bomber shot down and tuo others 
badly damaged off the north-east coast. 

Latest news from Finland disposes of a report 
two days ago that the Russians had “ dented M 
the Tdannerheim Line. The defences are deep 
and are being made deeper, and everywhere 
they are firmly held. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

(Continued) 

President Roosevelt is sending Jfr. Sumner 
Welles, Under-Secretary of State, on a European 
tour which will inclndc France, Britain and 
Italy as well as Germany. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

nPHE French Chamber went into secret 
-*■ session y 
An o/Hetaf 
says there i 

patriotic vigilance and French concord.” 
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TWENTY-rOURTIl WEEK 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY II 

INTENSE cold is reported all oscr Europe. 

German waterway's arr unnavigablc, and the 
railways, neglected dunng the pist few years, 
arc inadequate to distribute the food and coal 
for which all parts of the country arc clamouring 
The Kattegat is frozen, and people can walk 
from Denmark to Sweden StocUtohn reports 
fifty-eight degrees of frost, and jn the Baltic 
island of Gotland sixty-eight degrees hate been 
recorded 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

A MIGHTY armada arm cd at Suer to-day — 
a fleet of transports and their naval escorts 
bringing the New Zealand Expeditionary Force 
and the Second Australian Imperial Force (the 
first being that which won great fame rn the last 
war) A German broadcast had stated that one of 
the ships was sunk with all hands This was a he: 
the voyage of more than 10,000 mdes was free 
from any untoward incident 
Both forces, an official announcement say*, 
arc " proceeding to their specified areas in the 
Middle East " They liad an enthusiastic 
welcome at Suez Mr. Eden, representing the 
King and Government and people of the home 
country, had flown from London and he 
delivered a message of greeting from his 
Majesty 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

TTHE Australian troops are already arming 
m Palestine and taking possession of camp3 
on ground familiar to the Anzacs of the last 
15s 
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war Jews and Arab* hid co-operated in the 
preparation of the camj^ 

Mr Eden went from Suez to Cairo where 
many engagements awaited him, including an 
audierce ol King Earouk to-day and a vi it to 
Indian troops m their camp to-morrow. 

It is officially reported tint last week tlr 
Germans sanh e ix ^hip^— three British nrul 
tlirec neutral Meantime, the efficiency of the 
convoy system u> further established Since 
the beginning of the war 8,284 ships have been 
escorted m British convoys Of these eighteen 
(including two neutrals) have been sunk, or 
about one- fifth of one per cent In other v\ onls 
the odds against the sinking of a chip in conv oy 
are about 400 to 1 

Tins is the twelfth day of continuous Russian 
attacks on the Mannerbeim lane They claim 
the capture of ‘ ihirtv two defemne fortifica- 
tions,' and that the 1 irns lost some advance 
positions is suggested by the report of counter- 
attacks rhe bovict forces arc supported by 
tbc greatest massing of artillery and tanks that 
the war m Finland lias seen Iheir losses have 
been very heavy 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

HTHE sinking of three British merchantmen 
was reported to-day — and late to night the 
Admiralty announced that the two U boats 
concerned had been destroyed One of them 
survived its victim for only half an hour 
Four U boats have been sunk in the past five 
days 

h is reported from Amsterdam that a 
Holland America Line steamer was torpedoed 
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^ I’D NTS DAY,* FEBRUARY 14 

{Continued) 

I»y a German submarine fifteen miles from 
Bishop Rock on Saturday evening on the 
pretext that she was bound for an Lnghsh 
harbour Bat it is dcchred tint she was going 
direct to Holland with a enr^o of gtaln for the 
Dutch Government. "Cynical and savage* 
is the Amsterdam " Ttlcgraaf s " a crj proper 
description of this latest German atrocitj 
Mr JD N Putt, a Inbour member (lie is a 
K C.) wath well known Russian sympathies, 
asked the Gov eminent in the House of Commons 
to say that the enlistment of volunteers in this 
country for hinland was a breach of the Foreign 
P nhstment Act, JS70 The Act, however, 
confers power to grant dispensations, and the 
House was informed b) the Under Secretary 
to the Home Office tint a general licence has 
l?ecn granted to Bnlish sjbjects to enbst m the 
1 innish forces Some himdrcds of men have 
already been enrolled by the recruiting organisa- 
tion established in London TIils organisation 
is recognised by our Government 
In Tinland men of the 1897 class— that is 
men of fort} three — have been given notice 
to report to the Colours bj Tuesday next 


THURSDAY, TEBRUARY 15 

nrm: cruiser * Exeter which won a place 
■“■in history by its share in the victorious 
combat with the "Graf Sp“e," arrived at 
Plymouth early tins morning and anchored 
about a mile from the Hoe The news flew 
through the old city, and when later in the day, 
160 
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*lr steamed into harbour, the. baltfc-rearred 
thip and h*r crew were hafcd with joy 
unrestrained. 

$*r John Simon and Mr. Churchill represented 
Uvi Government and. with a party o( scmo* 
naval oTtucrs, want aboard. There the Fir-t 
Lord delivered a heart -stmin" speech tint 
Inked up the exploit-, of “Exeter" and her 
contorts with Plymouth^ centuries oM tradition 
of huctc ^emce on all the reas. 

The Rulers of the Federated Malay States 
arc gi\ irg £r.ooo,ooo to the British Government 
for the prosecution of tl c war 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

HTHF Swedish Governnv'nt lias refund the 
•^■appeal of the Tirms for military aid; nor 
will it permit foreign troop, to cross Sweden 
Swedes in large numbers arc fighting with the 
lina, and foreign volunteers as well as 
munitions arc allowed to pass through the 
country But the Stockholm Government, 
resohed to maintain neutrality, will not go 
further 

The Turns are fighting desperately, but the 
vastly larger numbers of the Russians are 
pressing them hard, and they admit having 
given ground at three points on the Karelian 
Isthmus The Trench General Clement Grand- 
court is to be Commander in Chief of the 
Foreign Legion m Finland — excluding tli" 
Swedes, who are a separate unit 

It ^ revealed that the destroyer winch sank 
twou boats on February 91s H M S “Antelope " 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

IpXClTING new’s to-day is of the interception 
Ij>' British destroyers of the German 
" prison ' ship " Altmark '* and of the rescue 
ol Ik tween 300 and joo British seaman who 
were tring ttJ.cn to Germany as prisoner* 
They were members of the crews of rnerebnut- 
mcn sunk in the South Atlantic by the "Graf 
Spec " before Chndniis 
Nothing was beard of the " Alt mark " from 
tint time until two da} 3 ago when she uns 
moving down the Norwegian coast keeping 
close to shore Yesterday afternoon she took 
refuge jn a fiord There in the darl ness of 
night, she was followed by the destroy er 
** Cossack M which boarded the " Aftmirk * 
and after a short fight, rescued all the British 
prisoners They were battened doivn below 
and were not discovered when Norwegian 
officials inspected the ship They are reported 
to hai e been brutally treated In these circum 
stances, the British violation of territorial 
waters need cause no qualms- 
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sunda\, rrtmuAm is 

npm destroy cr Cossacl s' rescue of 29 9 
British sc uncn from the German ship 
• Alt mark is the talk of the world teKhj 

Tlic Norwegian Government has protested# 
the Germans arc furious, but near!) ever}* 
where cist the British action is approved 
It is now' general!} recognised that at Bergen 
the captain of the Altnnrk ought to ha\ c 
released his pnsomrs , that ns lie did not do 
it the Norwegian authorities should 1 avc done 

It for hun and that the AUmark moreover 

should have becmutimcd None of these things 
happened the Norwegian officials who inspected 
the ship did not even discover the [ rt ^ n( * 
the British prisoners and the Altmaik was 
allowed to continue her journey m the shelter 
of temtornl waters These facts arc almos 
universally held to lmc Justified the Bnlisn 
intervention _ -f 

In accordance with arrangements made at 
the beginning of the war British lioldi 
si\tv United States railwaj and industrial 
seam ties arc being transferred to the TreaiUiJ 
and will be realised m orderly fashion at about 
the average volume of recent months 


MONO \A , FEBRUARY 19 

W E now have the case for Norwaj m the 
AUmark affair Professor Koht ti e 
Foreign Minister denied in the Storting to-mg 1 
that the German ship called at Ber f> e " 
In effect his statement amounted to this tnai 
Uie AUmark must be considered a warsmp 
that she had a right to pass through territorial 
waters and that the Norwegians had no ngiu 
164 
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ol search, except with consent. They did r.ot 
know prisoners were aboard, but, if they luid 
known, it would have made no difference : and, 
anyhow, it did not entitle British warships to 
enforce their will in territorial waters. 

Il.XL destroyer " Daring ” lias been torpedoed 
and sunk. One officer ami {our ratings have 
been picked up, hut nine officers and X-jB ratings 
arc missing, and it is feared they have l>een lost. 

The iS\h division ol the Russian Army, 
which has been in a desperate position for 
several "weeks north-east of Lake Ladoga, is 
now reported to have been completely destroyed 
with a loss of lS.ooo men killed or captured. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

TTHE House of Commons was entirely satisfied 
with the reply wlucli the Prime Minister 
* made this afternoon to the Norwegian Foreign 
Minister’s statement in the Storting yesterday. 
He reminded the House that the " Cossack ” 
did not enter the fiord until after the Norwegian 
„ officer on the spot had refused a request for 
investigation. He rejected Professor Koht’s 
version of international law as to a belligerent's 
use ol territorial renters, saying tlmt it would 
create " a position which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment could in no circumstances accept.” 

The House cheered Mr. Chamberlain’s caustic 
statement that he found it difficult to resist the 
conclusion that *' the Norwegian authorities 
have displayed complete indifference as to the 
use Which might be made of their territorial 
waters by the German fleet.” 

There is further evidence of the efficiency of 
the convoy system. Up to Wednesday of last 
week 8,969 ships had been convoyed and only 

-< 2*5 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
(Continued) 

nineteen of them lost Neutrals are increasingly 
using the British convoys There were 160 
last week, and all reached port without damage 
It is the unprotected ships that suffer In the 
seven days ended on Saturday fifteen neutral 
ships were sunk and five British 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

TORITISH fishing trawlers in the North Sea 
are being armed, and yesterday and again 
today some of them were able by their fire, 
to repel attacks from the air 
In the Riksdag the Sw edisli Foreign Minister 
Hr Ghntber, announced that the question of 
joint measures to assert neutral nghts on the 
Jugh seas will be considered by the Scandma\ tan 
Foreign Ministers nt Copenhagen on Saturday 
Germany is trying by attacks on their shipping 
to force neutrals to abandon trade with the 
Allies Tins said Hr Ghnther, would be fatal 
to Sweden Of the thirty two slaps which that 
country lias lost by mine and torpedo up to 
February 14 only seven were bound for British 
ports 

Sweden suffered from another quarter tlis 
morning when Russian airmen bombed Pajala 
five miles on the Swedish side of the Tomea 
river which is the boundary with Finnish 
Lapland Houses were set on fire and con 
siderable damage done 
It is announced that Great Britain has sent 
144 aeroplanes (120 of them fighters) to Finland 
as well as a large quantity of other military 
supplies A British naval squadron is reported 
to be cruising north of Norway near Pctsamo 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

jOERJIAN air attacks on shipping oft the 
^ north-east coast were quickly rcpdled this 
morning and two Hemkels were brought down, 
one oh the K orthumbevlawd shove, the other 
near Berwick Tour airmen from the latter 
(xvlucli crashed on land) w ere captured Sev cn 
trawlers which were attached during the day 
turned guns on the raiders and drove them off 
Snowstorms which began in Finland yester- 
day are heavier to day and, if they continue, 
are likely to hold up the fighting but the 
Russians arc still pressing their attacks in the 
Karelian Isthmus 


TRIDAY, ITBRUARY 23 

TT ONDO>5 made good use to day of its first 
JLt opportunity oi showing what it thinks of 
the Navy Officers and men of the cruisers 
* Exeter ' and Ajax* are m town and were 
gtv en a reception they wall nev er forget F irst, 
on the Horse Guards Parade they were 
inspected by the King who presented deco- 
rations in recognition of heroic deeds in the 
Battle of the Plate Then they marched through 
the City to the Guildhall, where they were the 
guests at luncheon of the Lord Mayor and 
Corporation and heard Mr Churchill acclaim 
m glowing eloquence the lustonc Victory over 
the 1 Graf Spec 

At the same time the officers and men of the 
Aclufics — their consort m the Plate battle — 
were being given a tumultuous welcome at 
Auckland New Zealand 

The Supreme Defence Council of the Turkish 
Republic has declared a state of emergency 
throughout the country What prcascly is the 
1G7 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
' (Continued} 

cause of this action is not dear, but there arc 
reports that a Russian battalion crossed the 
Caucasus frontier into Turkey and refused to 
leave ; that they were interned and a message 
salt to Soviet authorities to fetch their arms ; 
tliat a Russian cavalry detachment then arrived 
and also declined to return i Whether they 
v.cra deserters or meant mischief the reports 
. do not make plain. 

R.A.F. machines were over the Heligoland 
Bight on Tuesday night and Wednesday 
morning and bombed German warships. One 
of our airciaft was attacked by three enemy 
fighters and, it is believed, forced one of them ' 
down No casualty was suffered by our men 
in the fighting, but one machine failed to reach 
home owing to the very bad weather on the 
return flight. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 


L bases made a nine-hour reconnaissance in 


Germany on Thursday night, and flew as far 
as Vienna and Prague. Last night they nere 
again over Prague — for the third time. 


TWENTY-SIXTH 

WEEK 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

A SQUADRON of tlie Royal Canadian Air 
Force composed of framed units from 
Ottawa Toronto and Winnipeg landed at an 
English port tins morning This was the first 
c quadron to leave Canada The men looted 
very fit 

The Air Ministry gives a stirring story of a 
reconnaissance flight over the Heligoland 
Bight on Saturday One of the RAF machines 
repulsed six separate attacks from five Messer 
sclimitts and though hit six times got home 
safely with its crew uninjured 
The report that the Turkish Supreme 
Defence Council had declared a * state of 
emergency " is officially contradicted 

Mr Sumner Welles American Under Sec 
rctary of State arrived in Rome to-day and 
with him was Mr Myron Taylor, President 
Roosevelts personal representative to the 
Vatican Mr Welles is beginning a tour of 
observation which will include vi<its to Berl n 
Pans and London He mil report direct to 
the President There is no question of pe^ce 
plans now 

All over the world people are comparing fhe 
Prime Minister s speech at Birmingham jester 
day and Herr Hitlers a few hours later at 
Munich Mr Chamberlain was calm resolute 
confident the Tuehrer was arrogant abusive 
and one thought more than a little rattled 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

TTHE Finns have abardoned the fortifed 
island of hoivtsto the heavy guns on 
which have inflicted great losses on the Russians 
from the begi nmng of th e attack on the planner 
herm lane Freed from this flank danger the 
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invaders have high hopes of speedily occupying' 
what is left of Viipuri. If Uiis city falls, the 
Finns must make a farther retreat. They arc 
on a shorter line now, have received reinforce- 
merits, and face the larger Russian forces with 
valour. unabated. 

A British aeroplane had the hinge of one of 
its twin rudders shot away in action with a 
German Cornier near the coast of Norway. 
Night fell, there was a thunderstorm, and the 
radio operator could not communicate with its 
base.- The position was desperate, but the 
pilot kept control, and was over the Irish Sea 
• (having crossed Northern England) before he 
discovered his whereabouts. He was still able 
to fly to his station near the East Coast. The 
pilot who thus saved machine and crew 
recently won the Distinguished Flying Cross. 


x OESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

HTHE unity ol the House of Commons in 
support of the war was strikingly manifest 
to-day /when, without a whisper of protest, the 
Navy Estimates were submitted by Mr. 
Churchill in token — that is without disclosure 
of the expenditure involved. " The enemy 
need not be told more than is good for him/' 
Tcmarkcd the First Lord. 

In a brilliant review of the naval side of the 
war, Mr. Churchill had the House entirely with 
him in his confident account of the present 
position and outlook. The U-boat campaign 
is less dangerous; we are on the way to 
mastering the magnetic mine ; the Navy will 
shortly be Tcmforeed by five battleships of the 
King George V class ; he would not be content 
171 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

(Continue#) 

tinRcs ihc control of the sens was maintained 
\ip to the highest standard of Iho last war 

Mr. Churchill told the House that tho Scapi 
Dow base has not been used since the Roval 
Oak was sunk. 

To-day's news supplements the First Ford’s 
review * nn enemy submarine sunk by a French 
destroj cr off Cape Fi nisferre , a collision 
between n Norwegian steamer and a U boat, 
the latter (saj s an Odo message) being probably 
sunk 

Two enemy aircraft were shot down by 
RAF. aeroplanes to-day, one off the mouth 
of the Tirth of Forth the other off the coast 
of Northumberland Last night and the night 
before there v, ere successful reconnaissance 
flights in which our machines were over the 
Baltic and North German port3 Some of them 
flew over Berlin, dropped recognition flares and 
leaflets and descended to a few thousand feet 
above the Unter den Linden and the Wilhelm 
strasse They were not attacked, Machines 
over the Ruhr, Cologne, and Dusseldorf 
encountered heavy anti aircraft fire, but all 
got home safely, , 

Ten thousand slops had been escorted in 
British convoys from the outbreak of war to 
February 21 , and only twenty-one were lost 
by enemy action— one fifth of one per cent 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

■pOURTEEN Russian divisions and massed 
artillery are being used against Vupun 
The Finns stand firm in their new positions, 
and, though far outnumbered and with much 
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inferior gun-rower, still believe they cun brirg 
the Soviet forces to a halt. 

Last night RAF. aircraft were over KM 
and Cuxliavcn, and again v.ent as far as Berlin. 
Two German aeroplanes have been shot down 
while on reconnaissance flights in France. 

It is a striking fact that while British machines 
have frequently flown over nearly all parts ot 
Germany, the enemy's aircraft have not teen 
able to pass our coast defences. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

"ffN the Norwegian Storthing the Foreign 
**■ Minister staled to-day that oil the Norwegian 
ships torpedoed and sunk arc known to have 
been sunk by German submarines or bombers. 
He added that Norway will protest to the 
German Government and that “ all the Nor- 
thern Governments " will in this support each 
other. 

There have been " more or less official 
German declarations " that sinkings could be 
avoided by stopping sailings to Britain, That 
would be unneutral, the Minister declared *, 
moreover, it would be the sacrifice of vital 
Norwegian interests. *' We cannot abandon 
our slnpping, which is the principal trade of 
our country.” 

In. a Paris broadcast, M. Paul Rcynaud, 
Finance Minister, announced that food and 
petrol are to be rationed in France. A census 
will be taken as a necessary preliminary to the 
distribution of food cards. 


*73 
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rillDAY, MARCH I 

Tp ROW twelve o clock to night shipments of 
^ German coal for iHlj mil be liable to 
stoppage by British control ships Notice of 
the intention to do this wa$ given to the Rome 
Government months ago but time was allowed 
for securing other supplies Italy may get coal 
from this country’ and pay for it by importing 
her ou7i produce 

Mr Sumner W dies had a long interview with 
Herr \o n Ribbentrop in Berlin this morning 
and he vail sec Herr Hitler to morrow 


SATURDAY, MARCH 2 

(pYN the political side of the war the chief 
neivs to da> is from Berlin and Rome Mr 
Sumner Welles was 'with Herr Hitler for an 
hour and a half this morning The Italian 
Government announces that it is protesting 
against British interception of German exports 
of coal to Italy 

The Russians report that they have occupied 
outskirts of Yhpun 

RAT machines were again oicr Germany 
last night and flev o\er Berlin for the fourth 
time this neek 


174 
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